Kuwait-UAE telephones restored 


V-... v?/-' 


lraq denies secret arms shipments 


ABU DHABI (AP) — This southern Gulf country became one of the Burst 
to it .tore telephone links with war-ravaged Kuwait, officials said Sunday. 
Telephone links between the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Kuwait 
have been restored after an eight-month break caused by the Gulf war, a 
senior UAE telecommunications official said. Ali Salem A1 Gweis said the 
calls could be booked at the UAE telecommunications company, Etisalat,. 
through the company's switchboard. Direct dialling is not yet possible and 
cheap discounted rates are also not being offered during the night because 
the calls to Kuwait are still operator-assisted, he said. Those wishing 1 to 
call Kuwait must show up at Etisalat offices and pay cash in advance for 
the call. Telephone links between Kuwait and the outside world were 
ruptured in the fust days of the Aug. 2 Iraqi invasion of the country. After 
the country was liberated, residents have mainly relied on expensive 
satellite phone links. 


Jo 


An indepenc 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq denied Sunday it was rebuilding teams industry 
with sancrioas-bosting shipments arranged through a secret purchasing 
operation. The Ministry of Information described a report in Bri tain's 

Observer newspaper as part of “a campaign of distortion and propaganda 

against Iraq and a probable move to prepare the ground for some new 
measure against the country. The (United Nations trade J embargo and 
blockade have been so firmly and brutally implemented, that even food 
and medicine are not allowed to reach Iraq." A ministry spokesman 
affrfed that the Iraqi government was making every effort to arrange food 
for its people and rebuild facilities damaged by the United States and its 
Gulf war allies around the country. The Observer quoted sources as 
saying Iraq had set up a' huge purchasing network in Jordan to buy 
weapons and equipment, banned by the U.N. sanctions, to refurbish its 
war-shattered arms industry. 
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Allies 
want to 
expand 
control 
in north 
Iraq 

ZAKHO (Agencies) — Western 
military commanders said Sunday 
they were ready to put more of 
northern Iraq off limits to Iraqi 
government troops to establish 
“safe havens” for Kurdish re- 
fugees. 

U.S. military helicopters fer- 
ried more Kurds into the first 
Western-protected areas near this 
northern Iraqi town. 

“We'll have to extend it (the 
security zone) as far as we feel is 
necessary to give adequate pro- 
tection,'' Brigadier Andrew Keel- 
ing, commanding British royal 
marines in northern Iraq, told 
reporters. 

The plan to extend the zone is 
aimed at coaxing nearly one mil- 
lion terrified Kurds to abandon 
squalid mountain retreats in 
northern Iraq and southern Tur- 
key and to retain to their homes 
or to alUed-controlled sanctuaries 
in Iraq. 

Scores more Kurdish refugees 
were flown on Sunday to the first 
safe haven east to Zakho and IS 
kilometres from the Turkish bor- 
der. They joined 250 Kurds who 
arrived on Saturday — the camp's 
first refugees. 

The allies are bringing in 1,000 
young Kurdish men from the 
sprawling Isikveren camp in 
southern Turkey to help with 
work at die Zakho camp and to 
encourage others to return. 

United Nations officials visited 
the Zakho refugee camp for the 
first time on Sunday, and said 
they would also meet Iraqi offi- 
cials in die nearby town. 

“We will be back soon in a 
proper way — in the next few 
days,’’ the head of the three-man 
U.N. team. Stefan Demistura, 
said. “This is a preparatory mis- 
sion." 

He would not be drawn on 
British proposals, endorsed by 
European Community (EC) fore- 
ign ministers, to set up a U.N. 
police force to replace the allied 
troops in the “safe haven zone" 
along the Iraqi border. 

Allied forces will push the pre- 
sent security zone further to the 
east of Zakho to include a string 
on Iraqi mountain valleys. 

Thousands of refugees, mostly 
Kurds, are camped in cars, card- 
board boxes and tents in moun- 
tain retreats above the Iraqi val- 
leys. 

The European Community 
agreed Sunday to push for a 
United Nations civilian police 
force to replace the Western 
troops in northern Iraq. 

Bnt Britain, which proposed 
the plan at an informal weekend 
meeting of EC. foreign ministers, 
said the force could still need air 
cover as protection against the 
Iraqi army. 

Policemen would differ from a 
military farce in chat they would 
probably carry only light weapons 
and would have no armoured 
vehicles or heavy artillery, British 
officials said. 

Belgium's Mark Eyskens. 
whose country is the current pres- 
ident of the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil, said be would fly to New York 
to Monday to campaign for the 
establishment of the force. 

“It might well be from the Iraqi 
point of view that they would 
rather have a police force than 
troops (on their soil),” British 
Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd 
said. 

Iran said that 1,000 refugees or 
Iranian descent who had been 
stranded in camps along the Iraq- 
Kuwait border had been flown to 
Iran. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said more flights were 
being arranged to repatriate 
others still in the area. 

Relief officials say Tehran has 
agreed to take 1.900 refugees 
from the camps who can prove 
some link to Iran and may even- 

(Con tinned on page 4) 
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King welcomes Baghdad’s 
accord with Kurds, hopes 
it will serve Iraqi unity 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1*50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Sunday welcomed 
an agreement reached between 
the Iraqi government and Kur- 
dish leaders on autonomy for 
Iraqi Kurdistan and expressed 
hope that the accord would lead 
to enhancing Iraqi unity and help 
the country restore its security 
and stability. 

It was the first official Jorda- 
nian reaction to the accord, 
announced last week by Kurdish 
leader Jala! Talabani after talks 
with Iraqi leaders in Baghdad, 
including President Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the King's welcome of the 
agreement came in a cable he 
sent to President Saddam congra- 
tulating the Iraqi leader on the 
occasion of his 54th birthday. 

“The King wished President 
Saddam success in his efforts to 
reconcile the various sectors of 
the Iraqi people and to restore 
cohesion between the Arab and 
Kurdish nations in accordance 
with the rules and bases both 
parties agree upon,” Petra re- 
ported. “The King also expressed 
hope that such efforts would con- 
tribute to enhancing Iraq's 
national unity and that Iraq 
would restore its strength and 


health to reconstruct the country 
and strengthen the pillars of 
security and stability,” it said. 

King Hussein wished the Iraqi 
president continued good health 
and happiness and the Iraqi peo- 
ple further progress and prosper- 
ity, Petra added. 

Iraqi newspapers Sunday de- 
voted their editorial comments 
and banner headlines to the 
praise of President Saddam. 

A1 Thawra, organ of the ruling 
Baath Party, spoke of the Iraqi 
people's pride in their ruler who, 
it said, had given leadership “new 
Arab and international dimen- 
sions marked by honour, straight- 
forwardness, chivalry, sacri- 
fices," the Iraqi News Agency 
(ENA) said. 

It described President Saddam 
as the source of Iraq’s strength 
and said a media campaign 
against him was meant to sap that 
strength. 


er as saying. 

“When the Iraqis elevate their 
leader President Saddam Hussein 
as a banner, a sword, and a 
symbol of survival, construction, 
honour and pride, they deal a 
blow to all evil capitals, symbols, 
and agents," A1 Thawra said. 

A1 Joumhuriyab said President 
Saddam's birthday was “the most 
beautifol occasion in which the 
meanings of love, faith and pride 
are embodied." 

“The Iraqis did not want Sad- 
dam Hussein to celebrate his 
birthday with his family mem- 
bers. They wanted his birthday to 
be an Iraqi national and pan- 
Arab day." 

“They honestly feel that he 
deserves this, because he is close 
to them. He knows exactly what 
gladdens and worries them. He is 
very close to them and to their 
hearts." it said. 

A1 Qadisiya said the president 


Air force 

officers 

graduate 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Sunday 
attended the graduation of the 
first batch of students from the 
Air Command and Staff Col- 
lege-jmd presented them with 
their certificates. The King 
also handed meritorious 
awards to students excelling in 
training. 

The King was accompanied 
by Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
General Fathi Aba Taleb. The 
graduation ceremony was 
attended by Their Royal High- 
nesses Princes Faisal Ben A1 
Hussein and Talal Ben 




College (Petra photo) 
Mohammad, Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran, Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 


Speaker of the Upper House of 
Parti ament Ahmad AlLawzi, 
the GvQ Defence Department 


from the Air Command and Staff 

director, the Royal Jordanian 
Air Force commander and 
senior Armed Forces officers. 


Israelis shoot and wound 
6 in occupied territories 


rt'd ^onr^,r bo1 of ,he Nusseibeh released from jail; Israeli court 


sion and evil focuses its cam- 
paigns on the person of the lead- 
er. utilises all its media weight 
and wages a ferocious psycholo- 
gical war to undermine his stand- 
ing and status, this shows that the 
enemies are targeting Iraq's basic 
source of strength and its major 
asset," INA quoted the newspap- 


" President Saddam Hussein 
continues to express the nation's 
ambitions and hopes for renaiss- 
ance and for attaining its objec- 
tives to guarantee a bright fu- 
ture." it said. 

(Continued on page 4) 


rejects case against Jewish settlement 


Detained 

publisher 

released 

By P.V. Vvvckazumd 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 1 



Israeli cabinet squabbles 
over Baker’s peace efforts 

Assad: Israel, not Arabs, blocks peace 


ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER 
Yitbzhak Shamir expressed 
optimism about the direction of 
the U.S. Middle East peace drive 
Sunday, but his cabinet then got 
into a squabble over exactly 
where the American effort was 
headed. 

Interviewed on Israel Radio, 
Mr. Shamir brushed aside reports 
of pessimism from Washington 
following Secretary of State 
James Baker's latest Mideast 
peace shuttle that wound up Fri- 
day. 

“I don’t think we are in a 
crisis... the time has not come for 
despair on this matter," said Mr. 
Shamir. “The talks are a: their 
height... there are certain 
achievements, and agreements 
are lacking on some points." 

Mr. Shamir said he thought 
“there is a chance to start the 
direct negotiations Israel has 
wanted" with Arab countries. 

But he conceded Israel's view 
of a Mideast peace conference — 
a one-time meeting leading to 
separate talks with each Arab 
state and the Palestinians — was 
at odds with American and Arab 
views. 

The Arabs have long deman- 
ded a U.N.-sponsored interna- 
tional conference on Middle 
East. Israel rejects such an idea. 

Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad 
says Israel, not the Arabs, is blocking 


U.S. efforts to solve the Arab-IsraeH 
conflict. 

But he added that while Syria 
wanted peace it would not abandon 
its rights or bargain them away . , - 

"Our position is dear. We want 
peace and we work for it on the basis 
of the international legitimacy repre- 
sented by U.N. resolutions/' Mr. 
Assad said in a speech at a Saturday 
dinner for Iranian President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

“We will not abandon our rights 
and we will not bargain." 

Mr. Assad said Israel was challeng- 
ing the whole world, including the 
United States, by rejecting U.N. re- 
solutions. 

He said Israel's continued occupa- 
tion of Arab territory “requires us to 
work seriously to achieve effective 
Arab and Islamic solidarity to counter 
this aggression and the danger of 
Israel’s expansionist plans." 

Mr. Assad said: "Certainly Syria 
and (other) Arabs would not cause 
the failure of the current peace initia- 
tive. Israel would cause the failure by 
insistence on its obstinate position. 

“This appears clearly in statements 
made by Israeli officials rejecting 
U.N. resolutions which challenge the 
world community, induding the Un- 
ited States." 

Mr. Assad said Syria continued to 
insist that the U.N. should have a 
significant role in the conference and 
that Europe should be represented as 
well as the United States and the 
Soviet Union. 

He reiterated that settlement of the 
Arab- Israeli conflict must be based 
on Israeli withdrawal from Arab terri- 
tories and recognition of Che national 


rights of the Palestinian people. 

He noted that U.S. President 
George Bush had said after the Gulf 
war that be was determined to launch 
a serious effort to achieve just and 
comprehensive peace in the Middle 
East based on U.N. resolutions. 

“We heard personify from the 
American president a confirmation of 
this.” Mr. Assad said. “He also sent 
his Foreign Minister James Baker in 
consecutive missions to the region to 
follow up this effort." 

Mr. Assad, whose relations with the 
U.’S. were improved dramatically by 
Syria’s support for the anti-Iraq allies 
in the Gulf war, met Mr. Bush in 
Geneva in November for the first 
talks in more than 1 1 years between 
Syrian and U.S. heads of state. 

“We welcomed this development in 
the U.S. position because we fust 
want just and comprehensive peace 
and secondly because we saw in this 
development a positive stand if the 
initiative brought the hoped-for re- 
sult," Mr. Assad said. 

Mr. Baker, seeking a middle 
ground, has been urging a conference 
sponsored by the United States and 
die Soviet Union, with some role for 
European nations. 

Mr. Shamir in his radio interview 
said his government would not 
change its view that a peace confer- 
ence could only meet once, then 
break up into bilateral talks. 

“Israel has also insisted for years 
on the principle of direct talks, and 
we cannot move horn this princi- 
ple," he said. 

It was the format of the peace 
(Continued on page 4) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops shot 
and wounded six Palestinians, 
one seriously, during clashes in 
the occupied Gaza Strip and West 
Bank Sunday. 

Palestinian sources said a man 
was wounded by troops firing at 
demonstrators in Nablus where 
Arabs stoned Israeli soldiers and 
cars bearing non-West Bank 
number plates. 

In the Gaza Strip, flashes 
broke out in the towns of Rafah 
and Khan Younis alien youths 
stoned Israeli army patrols, they 
said. Five Palestinians were 
wounded by army gunfire, hospit- 
al sources said. 

Military officials said soldiers 
in Rafah chased masked youths 


armed with knives and axes. Dur- 
ing the chase one youth was shot 
and seriously wounded. Another 
was apparently wounded but 
escaped. 

The army said it was checking 
reports of more casualties. 

Israel’s ssprem court mean- 
while, rejected S tday a case 
filed by Palestinians Jhat a Jewish 
settlement in the occupied West 
Bank was buQt on their land. 

The three justices said the 
Palestinians bad not presented 
enough evidence and advised 
their lawyer to collect more and 
file a new petition. 

A group of Palestinians from 
Kifl Harith village near Nablus 
filed a petition 10 days ago to 
evict 40 Jews who moved into a 


hastly-buflt settlement nearby 
called Revava. The Palestinians 
said die four hectare site be- 
longed to them. 

The judges said the Palesti- 
nians and lawyer Lynda Brayer 
should coordinate with Israeli 
military authorities to visit the 
settlement and take precise 
measurements to present the 
court. 

Jewish settlers rushed mobile 
homes Revava under cover of 
darkness. They called it message 
of defiance to U.S . Secretary of 
State James Baker ahead of a 
visit to Israel. 

Some 100,000 Jews live in forti- 
fied settlements among the 

(Continued on page 4) 


Syria calls for Iranian role 
in Gulf security arrangement 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria called for an Irnaian role in 
the future security of the Gulf on 
the second day of talks between 
President Hafez A1 Assad and 
visiting Irnaian President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

“Syria has always stud and 
stressed that Iran should have a 
role in the higher affairs of the 
region due to the links between 
Iran and Arabs in various mat- 
ters,” said the Sunday edition of 
A1 Baath. newspaper of the rul- 
ing party. 

The official daily Tishreen said 
a security accord signed by Syria, 
Egypt and Arab Gulf states 
would allow Iran to “play its posi- 
tive security role in the security 
and safety of the region..” 

Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates — 
grouped in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) — promised Iran 


a role in the security arrange- 
ments drawn up after a U.S.-led 
coalition pushed Iraq out of 
Kuwait. 

But the plan signed by the 
GCC, Egypt and Syria in Damas- 
cus in March made no mention of 
Iran. Tehran criticised the plan 
for excluding it. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, making his 
first foreign trip since becoming 
president in 1989, said on Satur- 
day Iran was ready to play its role 
in Gulf security. 

* “We announce our readiness to 
jcooperate sincerely with coun- 
tries of the region to preserve 
security in a way that would serve 
the interests of the Islamic coun- 
tries," he said. 

Mr. Assad agreed that security 
in the Gulf should be the respon- 
sibility of all regional states. 

. Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati, who is also in 
Damascus after visiting Saudi 


Arabia, said on Saturday that 
Tehran and Riyadh had agreed to 
wrok for regional security through 
closer ties. 

Surrounded by hundreds of his 
excited countrymen chanting Isla- 
mic slogans. President Rafsanjani 
wept Sunday as he kissed the 
shrine of a Muslim saint during 
the second day of his state visit. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, making his 
first visit abroad since becoming 
president in 1989, also held a 
closed-door meeting with Presi- 
dent Assad. 

After the meting, Mr. Assad's 
spokesman, Jibraoe Kouriah,- 
said the leaders viewpoints “con- 
verged” on the issues discussed. 

He said those included Syria’s 
efforts to implement an Arab- 
backed peace accord in Lebanon 
which calls for disbanding all 


AMMAN — Authorities have 
released the publisher erf a tabloid 
Arable-language weekly who was 
detained over the weekend. 

“I was released yesterday 
(Saturday), and T was told that 
die case is considered dosed," 
said Dr. Riyad Hroub, publisher 
and board chairman of Shihan 
who was arrested in the early 
hours of Thursday, a few minutes 
before this week’s edition- of the 
tabloid was to go to press. » 

Dr. Hroub said his detention 
and questioning was related to an 
interview that Shihan was pub- 
lishing this week with former 
Petra Bank chairman Ahmad 
ChalabL 

Dr. Hroub, 41, said that secur- 
ity men had confiscated material 
— tapes, films, documents and 
computer diskettes — related to 
the Chalabi interview during the 
raid on Shihan Thursday. 

“Now I am trying to get these 
back and I insist that I have the 
right to publish the material,’’ 
said Dr. Hroub. “They (security 
authorities) told me that’ publica- 
tion of the interview would have 
onderarined the trial of Petra 
Bank cases coming up this week, 
but I believe that regardless of 
the trial, the right of the press and 
freedom, of expression give me 
the right to publish jt" 

No official comment was avail- 
able yesterday. But informed 
government sources said the de- 
tention and questioning of Dr. 
Hroub had more to do with court 
proceedings of the Petra Bank 
affair itself. 

“The questioning had very lit- 
tle to do with Dr. Hroub’s status 
as a publisher or journalist," said 
one of the sources without ela- 
boration. 

An official spokesman, quoted 
by the Jordan News Agency, 


militias this mouth, aswell as, Petra, said Thursday that Dr. 
tr- ** ^ _ Hroub was held on charges that 


(Continued on page 5) 


Water lifeline choked in the valley; what flows next? 


By Ghadeer Taher 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Jordan Valley 
farmers, whose crops were sev- 
erely damaged by government- 
supplied polluted water, will 
not be pressing charges against- 
the agencies responsible, but 
controversy continues to sur- 
round the future supply of wa- 
ter to the area, which produces 
the bulk of Jordan's vegetable 
produce. 

The fanners, who may have 
incurred as much as JD 60 
million in damages, insist the 
government was to blame for 
supplying them with polluted 
water from the King Talal 
Dam and that two agencies in 
charge of irrigation have to 
take the responsibility for what 
happened. Beyond that, 
however, the farmers want to 
make sure that water supplies 
in the future do not cause 
similar ecological disasters. 

The farmers said the pol- 
luted water destroyed at least 


60.000 dunums in the Jordan 
Valley area, nearly 30 per cent 
of the total area irrigated by 
King Talal Dam. 

The Water Authority of Jor- 
dan (WAJ), they said, released 
semi-treated sewage effluent 
from the dam to irrigated farm- 
land in the valley destroying or 
severely stunting the growth of 
thousands of dunums of veget- 
able crops. 

According to farmers, out- 
put level was cut to more than 
half and in some cases, such as 
the tomato crop, was totally 
destroyed. They estimate the 
loss between JD 30 million and 
JD 60 million. 

A senior official of the Jor- 
dan Valley Authority (JVA) 
conceded that water pumped 
from the dam was polluted and 
resulted in damaging “many 
plantations." But the official, 
who preferred anonymity, said 
that “the real reason for the 
pollution is not yet dear,” He 
said that a full investigation 
was underway. Senior offidals 


at the concerned ministries and 
departments said they were 
still studying the situation. 

Dr. Ehas Salameh, director 
of the Water Research and 
Study Centre (WRSC) at the 
University of Jordan, said the 
water quality of King Talal 
Dam “is so bad that it is not 
even suitable for irrigation or 
even irrigation of salt-tolerant 
crops.” 

Other experts and fanners 
said a decision to stop mixing 
Yarmouk River water with the 
dam water was also responsible 
for the present situation. 

Water and Irrigation Minis- 
ter Hayel Sroui* said last week 
that the King Talal Dam water 
was polluted by waste dumped 
in the Zarqa Rrver from factor- 
ies in violation of public safety 
regulations. The river flows 
into tiie dam reservoir. 

The minister’s statement was 
the first public recognition of 
the deteriorating water quality 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Jordan Valley formers may have suffered as much as JD 60 mififon In losses 
crops caused by polluted water (J.T. IBe photo) 


as a result of damages to 


be “made contacts and entered 
agreements with external parties 
to publish information which 
could barm Jordan’s economic 
interests and undermine faith in 
the Kingdom’s economy." 

The spokesman also said that 
the publication of the material 
would have “adversely affected 
the conduct of justice in the case 
of Petra Bank.” 

Meanwhile, sources close to. 
investigations into the collapse of’ 
Petra Bank in 1988 said the first 
formal hearing of the case was to 
be held Thursday, May 2. 

. “I expect it to be an initial 
session where the defendants 
would be formally charged,” said 
one source. ‘The trials could be 
time-consuming, considering the 
multitude of aspects involved,” 
he toid the Jordan Times. “If the 
cases were to be tried by the civil 
courts, then they could drag on 
for years and years,” said the 
source, preferring anonymity. 

The military court which will- 
hear the case has served notice on 
people to appear in court. These 
include Mr. Chalabi and several 
of his family members and rela- 
tives, former Petra Bank chief 
dealer Ah' Sarraf, Jaafar Agha, 
Mr. Chalabi’s nephew who occu- 
pied a prominent place in Petra 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Transport, communications 
priority in rebuilding Iraq 


By Serene Haiasa 

Special to die Jordan Times 

The writer has just returned after a three-week stay in Iraq 


BAGHDAD — In the process 
of rebuilding what was dam- 
aged by the allied bombing of 
Iraq, the government is giving 
high priority to restoring com- 
munications and transport 
facilities that connect the 
capital to the rest of the coun- 
try. But the task is not that 
easy to accomplish, given the 
continuing sanctions against 
Iraq. 

The effort is two pronged: 
To use Iraq's own resources 
and manpower, especially that 
outside help and foreign 
equipment are not available, 
and to operate in a limited 
capacity-facilities and services 
that cannot be hilly restored at 
once. 

No substantial reconstruc- 
tion activity was evident in 
Baghdad at the beginning of 
April, but heavy machinery 
was seen hard at work pulling 
steel and rubble from damaged 
buildings, especially com- 
munications buildings, to- 
wards the end of the month. 

According to the Iraqi 
minister of communications 
and transport, Mr. Abdul 
Satar Ahmad Al Ma’eni, the 
devastation of the war ren- 
dered alT of Iraq's vital facili- 
ties, especially communica- 
tions, dose to helpless. “The 
enemy claimed that the bomb- 
ing of communication facilities 
were aimed at cutting the 
military communications. Iro- 
nically the military com- 


munications survived and the 
civilian communications were 
destroyed,” Mr. Ma’eni told 
the Jordan Times. 

Following the ceasefire in 
early March, expert teams 
from different governmental 
departments started looking 
into the damage caused by the 
bombing and ways to restore, 
or even partially restore what 
was damaged, by utilising local 
resources and manpower. 

For example, in A1 Dora 
refinery, tire largest oil refin- 
ery in Baghdad, a team of 
1,300 men were working 
around the dock from the be- 
ginning of March till mid-April 
restoring the refinery’s five 
main units that were destroyed 
during die war. The team was 
able to accomplish a remark- 
able feat by reoperating four 
. of the five units. This accom- 
plishment will have positive 
effects on the rebuilding pro- 
cess, as fuel is badly needed to 
operate machinery. 

Iraqis are also using many 
innovative ideas to accommo- 
date the shortage of basic 
materials due to the economic 
embargo still imposed against 
their country. Some of the 
steel that is pulled from the 
rubble of a damaged building 
is recyded and used again. 
Although this process would 
not be able to guarantee the 
reoperation of the facility at 
full capacity, it will at least 
provide emergency services to 


the public. 

Mr. Ma'eni said that his 
ministry was working within a 
fixed timetable in order to 
restore telephone services 
among governmental depart- 
ments and public emergency 
use. “We hope that we will be 
able to live up to our promise 
to restore telephone services 
within the next six months,” 
Mr. Ma’eni said. 

Another sector, damaged by 
the allied bombing, are vital 
bridges. According to the 
undersecretary of the Housing 
Ministry, Sin an Abdul Malik 
Rasbeed, rebuilding bridges 
that connect one govemorate 
to another is placed at die top 
of the agenda. Mr. Rasheed 
said that the bombing of 
bridges, especially those out- 
ride Baghdad, have cut com- 
munication lines between one 
govemorate and another, thus 
rebuilding those bridges are a 
main priority. 

Mr. Rasheed also said that 
engineers and contractors 
from Arab countries such as 
Jordan and Algeria are also 
contributing to rebuilding 
some of the damaged facilities 
in Iraq. According to the 
undersecretary, a group of 
Jordanian contractors have 
shown willingness to contri- 
bute in the rebuilding of the 
Anbar-Ramadi expressway 
bridge linking Jordan with 
Iraq. 

As the Iraqis battle with 
future challenges, many agree 
that the ongoing embargo im- 
posed against their country 
since August is not justified. 










Maqy key bridges have been destroyed In the allied bombing of Iraq (Photo by Debbie Lovatt) 



The remains of a building hit in the allied bombing of Baghdad (J.T. photo) 


and is severly hindering the 
rebuilding process. 

“Leaving the economic 
sanctions against Iraq will have 
its negative effects on provid- 


ing construction material, 
which in turn will lead to our 
inability to provide citizens 
with their baric needs,” Mr. 
Rasheed said. 


“The most important thing 
is the will and determination to 
rebuild and with those avail- 
able everything else is possi- 
ble.” Mr. Ma’eni said. 


Saudi refusal to join peace 
parley draws frustration 


Autonomy for Iraq’s 
Kurds worries Turks 


By Ruth Sinai 

• The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON —The adminis- 
tration and Congress are smarting 
over Saudi Arabia’s decision to 
sit ont a U.S.-sponsored Mideast 
peace conference, and some 
senators say it smacks of ingrati- 
tude towards the Americans who 
“defended” the kingdom against 
Iraq. 

Sixty-four senators have writ- 
ten Saudi King King Fahd urging 
him to change his mind. 

“We risked and lost American 
lives to assist Saudi Arabia” 
against a “threatened attack” by 
Iraq, said Sen. Bob Packwood, 
co-author of the senators' letter 
to Fahd. “Now, when we ask 
them to help us achieve peace 
and stability in the Middle East, 
they say ‘no thanks.’” 

“They welcomed out soldiers 
to defend their country said the 
letter's other sponsor. Sen. Frank 
Lautenberg. Now, be added, 
“they act as if nothing has hap- 
pened ... they’re as intransigent 
as ever." 

Mr. Packwood, like President 
George Bush, is a Republican. 
Mr. Lautenberg is one of the 
Democrats who control Con- 
gress. 

Secretary of State James Bak- 
er, who has been shuttling around 
the Middle East trying to set up 
Arab-Israeli peace talks, was 
chagrined by the Saudi decision, 
said one U.S. official who spoke 
only on condition of anonymity. 

“He was led to hope that the 
Saudis were on board,” said the. 
official. Mr. Baker found out 
about the Saudi decision two or 
three weeks ago, but only re- 
vealed it last weekend, he said. 

Publicly, Baker played down 
the importance of the Saudi posi- 
tion — Which is that an Israeti- 
Arab peace conference should be 
confined to participation by Israel 
and its immediate And) neigh- 


bours. And Mr. Baker acknow- 
ledged that if Saudi Arabia 
joined, a number of other less 
involved Arab states might want 
to follow and that could make the 
process unwieldy. 

But Saudi Arabia, while not 
bordering Israel, is not just any 
Arab country. And Israelis and 
Americans were counting on its 
clout to influence the more radic- 
al members of rite anti-Israel 
coalition. 

Members of Congress and 
administration office's who met 
with Saudi leaders in recent 
months were under the impress- 
ion that the Saudis had moder- 
ated their anti-Israel position and 
dosely cooperating with the Un- 
ited States, Israel’s main ally. 


indispensable for any real peace 
process to succeed,” the senators 
wrote. 

Mr. Baker was counting on 
Saudi participation to entice 
Israel into a two-track peace pro- 
cess: One to negotiate peace 
agreements between Israel and its 
Arab neighbours, another to 
negotiate self-rule for Palesti- 
nians under Israeli occupation. 

Only one Arab country, Egypt, 
has signed a peace treaty with 
Israel. The Israelis were hoping 
Saudi Arabia, with its oil wealth 
and powerful regional position, 
would be the vanguard for other 
Arab states to sign peace accords 
with die Jewish state. 

But the Saudis said that while 
they fully supported Mr. Baker's 


Hie Saadi decision, made public earlier this week when 
Mr. Baker visited Jeddah, “is especially disappointing in 
ligfrt of impressions that Saudi Arabia ... would be prepared 
to take new steps in the search for a Middle East peace,” the 
senators wrote. 


Several officials reported that 
the Saudis told them they were 
willing to make concessions to- 
wards Israel if the Israelis re- 
ciprocated. One suggestion made 
by Mr. Baker to both rides was 
for the Saudis to stop boycotting 
international companies that 
trade with Israel, and for the 
Israelis to reciprocate by freeing 
Palestinian prisoners and stop- 
ping Jewish settlements in the' 
occupied territories. 

The Saudi decision, made pub- 
lic earlier this week when Mr. 
Baker visited Jeddah, “is espe- 
cially disappointing in light of 
impressions that Saudi Arabia ... 
would be prepared to take new 
steps in the search for Middle 
East peace,” the senators worte. 

“It is otrr strong belief that 
Saudi Arabia’s participation in 
the negotiations with Israel is 


peace plan, they felt it would be 
better to limit participation to 
Israel, the Arab countries along 
its border, and the Palestinians. 

Officials in Washington say 
they don’t know why Saudi Ara- 
bia backed off from the peace 
conference. Mr. Baker has im- 
posed complete silence on State 
Department officials regarding 
his peace efforts. 

Based on comments by Mr. 
Baker and Saudi officials, Syria 
and Egypt appear to have 
opposed Saudi participation. 

Syria and Egypt fell Saudi par- 
ticipation would dilute their role, 
suggested Martin Indyk, director 

of the Washington Institute for 
Near East Polity, and who just 
returned from meetings with 
Arab and Israeli leaders. 

“It’s a setback, it's not a ded- 
rive blow," be said. 


By Rasit Gordilek 

The Associated Press 

ANKARA — Iraq’s proposal to 
give its Kurds autonomy is wor- 
rying some Turkish leaders, who 
say it could encourage separatist 
sentiments among Turkey’s 12 
thillion-strong Kurdish minority. 

“We have made dear that we 
do not want an independent Kur- 
dish state on our border and want 
Iraq’s territorial integrity pre- 
served," a senior Foreign Minis- 
try offidaJ said last week. “But 
what will happen in the years to 
come, we cannot know from 
now.” He spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Kurds fled their homes in north- 
ern Iraq after Iraqi’s forces 
crushed their rebellion early this 
month. 

Nearly a million are in the 
mountains along Turkey's border 
and officials were relieved when 
leaders of Iraq’s Kurds 
announced last week that Bagh- 
dad said it would revive a 1970 
autonomy agreement that was 
never carried out. 

Turkey's Foreign Ministry ex- 
pressed hope Friday that the 
Baghdad talks would lead to “the 
emergence of a climate which 
would permit Arabs, Kurds, 
Turkmens and Christians to co- 
exist in security within the 
framework of Iraq’s territorial 
integrity." 

Privately, some officials are 
concerned that separatist senti- 
ments could spread among the 25 
million Kurdish people living in 
parts of Turkey. Iraq, Syria, Iran 
and the Soviet Union. 

Turkey has been waging an 
eight-year war against guerrillas 
of the separatist Kurdish Work- 
ers' Party. 

The heightened * international 
interest in Kurds caused by their 
dramatic exodus from Iraq has 
alarmed many in Turkey. 

Professor Sokni Gurel of Ank- 


ara University, a foreign policy 
expert, said international calls for 
respect for the rights of Kurdish 
minorities would limit Turkey’s 
“manoeuvring room.” 

He said Kurds in Iraq may 
eventually have so much inde- 
pendence that they could help 
supply and direct Turkey's insur- 
gents. 

Ertugrul Ozkok, a leading 
newspaper commentator, bad a 
more optimistic view. He said 
that when the refugees are reset- 
tled in Iraq they may eventually 
form a loose affiliation with Tur- 
key, “using its currency, buying 
its goods and watching its televi- 
sion." 

Ozkok has dose links to Presi- 
dent Turgut Ozal, who in recent 
months has pushed for limited 
cultural rights for Kurds in Tur- 
key as a way to weaken fight 
separatism. He has pushed to 
relax the ban on the Kurdish 
language and hinted that Turkey 
may even allow some books to be 
published in Kurdish. 

~ For the time being, Turkish 
officials see no reason to doubt 
assurances made by Western 
allies during the Gulf crisis that 
Turkey's unity would not be 
threatened by the creation of an 
autonomous region for tbe 
Kurds. 

Secretary-General Hikmet 
Cetin of the main opposition so- 
cial Democratic Populist party 
said Turkey had to find a solution 
to the problem of its own Kurds. 

He urged better treatment of 
Kurds, who constitute an over- 
whelming majority in 11 poor 
southeastern provinces that have 
been under a state of emergency 
for more than a decade. 

However, Chairman Suleyman 
Demirel of the conservative True 
Path Party sees dangers in politic- 
al and cultural plurality. 

“You can't know where it will 
end once you grant special status 
to minorities,” he said. 


Lloyd’s says 
Kuwaiti 
ports cleared 
of ordnance 

LONDON (AP) — Kuwait's two 
main dry cargo ports are largely 
dear of ordnance, but extensive 
damage to cranes during the Gulf 
war has limited the type of ves- 
sels that can be handled, a ship- 
ping service said Saturday. 

Only vessels with self-unload- 
ing gear or those capable of being 
discharged by mobile cranes can 
use the ports, Lloyd's casualty 
reporting service said. 

A salvage association carried 
out a detailed assessment of dam- 
age at the ports of Shuwaikh and 
Sbuaiba and the oil terminal at 
Mina AI Ahmadi for a Kuwait ofl 
tanker company. Lloyd’s said. 

When allied troops pressed 
into Kuwait in March, Iraqis were 
alleged to have set bombs and fire 
to Kuwait's oil wells, shops and 
ports. Kuwait’s ambassador to 
London. Gbazi ‘ Al Rayes, said it 
could cost $50 billion and five 
years to repair the damage. 

It will be several months before 
Shuwaikh. the most devastated 
port, is again operational, Lloyd’s 
said, quoting reports from Dubai. 

Tbe channel and port have 
been swept for mines, and buoys 
that were deliberately moved into 
shallow water by the Iraqis were 
repositioned, Lloyd’s said. 

The surveyors said they were 
told by military authorities that 
an Iraqi missile boat had sunk in 
the port with at least two miss iles 
on board. 

Three of 10 cranes in the north- 
ern wharves of Shuwaikh. were 
toppled into tbe dock by explo- 
sive charges, Lloyd’s said. The 
other cranes were put out of 
action by fire or ballets shot into 
the control systems. 

Two of 16 cranes in the South- 
-western wharves crashed into 
the water and two were immobil- 
ised, but the rest appeared un- 
damaged, Lloyd’s said. 
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Travel, gasoline 
gladden Iraqis 

By Walter Putnam 

77ie Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — Government derisions to end 
and lift a ban on foreign travel have brought traffic jams and 
brighter hopes to the war-ravaged Iraqi capital. . , ± , 

b cL on Saturday crowded the streets near bridges that survnrcd f. 

the allied bombing during the Gulf war. . . 

An announcement that a ban on foreign travel would lend may 15 
brought hope to many of a freedom un tasted for years. 

Both policy derisions, announced during the past week, gavea 
morale boost to a city bombed, beaten and suffering in the 

af Theyalso added to the feeling that big changes lie ahead, despite 
uncertainty over what course they may take. ^ . 

“There is definitely a sense of a new era. But it s like looking 
through binoculars with a bifocal look — one optimistic, one 
pessimistic,” said a businessman who would not give his name. 

Tbe government announced Thursday that gasoline rationing tn 
effect since before the war would end on Sunday. 

In anticipation, many cars took to the streets on Saturday and 
- long lines appeared at fuel pumps as people sought to use the last of 
their ration coupons or to beat a possible rush to the gas stations on 

Sunday. . . _ . 

“This is the last coupon I have. If I don t use it, what can I do 
with it?” said Haadar, a student in a line of about 100 vehicles. 

Some drivers pushed their cars along, having already run empty. ( « 

Most people have been allowed only 30 liters gasoline every 20 
days. The price is 90 fils — just under one-tenth of a dinar. The 
currency is valued at $3 officially and less than 20 cents on the black 
market 

Gasoline has been available on the black market recently tor five 
dinars a liter, down from 10 dinars early in the war. 

Increasing the supply of gasoline has been a top priority of the 
government, which almost daily announces progress in repairing 
refineries bombed during the war. 

The end of rationing is expected to have a big effect on die 
economy. 

Farmers will be better able to get produce to markets, creating 
larger supplies and lower prices. Consumers will be able to get 
around more easily. 

The Friday announcement on tbe travel ban was good news to 
many Iraqis who just want to visit other countries, as well those 
who would like to leave for political or financial reasons. 

The government lifted a years -long travel ban after the war with 
, Iran ended in 1988 and reimposed- it after it took over Kuwait. 

But there is great uncertainty about what the new freedom will 
allow. 

Tbe government said there wili be restrictions on travel toavoid 
“violations of the spirit" of the derision to allow it. 

This is apparently aimed at preventing an embarrassing mass 
migration of the type that struck Eastern European countries 
before the collapse of communism there. . 

It is also undear which nations will allow visas to Iraqis because 
of past hostilities. 

The businessman said many people have been saving hard 
currency in anticipation of tbe lifting of the ban. 

“That’s one reason the dollar has been doing so well on the black 
market,” he said. There, the value of a dollar has risen in recent 
weeks from five dinars to more than seven. 

‘Tm not planning to travel, but many of my friends, many 
families plan to travel,” said Gahada, a clerk in a notions shop. 

“Most of the people want to go for enjoyment. They haven't 
been able to go for more than eight years. Some of them have 
family, or relatives in other countries,” she said. 

“Right now, it is still a shock.” said Amer, an engineer. j 

He said many people who have been saying they- would leave the , 

country feel differently now that they are faced with the prospect, 
and would rather spend their bank currency for other things. 

He said he did not think that there would be a mass migration 
even if it was possible. “People would like to have a break, if you 
like, see relatives, friends, the outride world,” he said. 

The exchange of money will be a problem because of the 
weakness of the dinar, Amer said. 

One man suggested that officials may believe those who want to 
leave for good would be “troublemakers” anyway. 

For Faiji, a woman firing in a shack on government land with a 
disabled husband and five children 12 and under, leaving is out of 
the question. They are firing now on a pension of 75 dinars a 
month. 

“All people are much concerned with allowing travel," she said, $ 
but added: “My situation and my condition will not allow me to 
travel.” 


U.S. sailors involved in fracas 
with Bahrain taxicab drivers 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — Six 
U.S. sailors aboard the USS Blue 
Ridge, currently en route to its 
home port in Japan, might be 
brought to trial for a midnight 
brawl with Bahrain taxicab driv- 
ers, a U.S. navy spokesman said. 

The brawl, in which plank- 
wielding U.S. sailors were said to 
be demanding preferential treat- 
ment “for liberating Kuwait,” re- 
sulted in the injury of three of the 
drivers, one seriously, and dam- 
age to 10 cars. 

It occurred Mooday night, less 
than 40 hours before the blue 
ridge sailed away from Bahrain 
after a nine-month deployment to 
the Gulf as the command vessel 
for naval forces supporting Op-, 
eration Desert Storm. 

Speaking from his hospital bed, 
right aim and right leg in plaster, 
35-year-old driver Ali Abdullah 
Al Makki said it first a small argu- 
ment because five American sailor 


were insisting on riding a cab for 
four passengers. _ * 

“One of the Americans in- 
sulted one of my friends, other 
taxi drivers interfered and a small 
clash happened but no one got 
hurt,” he said. The parking area 
was in Juffair, close to the Amer- 
ican support unit land facility for 
the navy, and one of the drivers 
used his car telephone to ask for 
American help. The sailors left 

After 45 minutes, the first five 
and about 11 of their friends 
came bade to the taxi stop with 
planks and started to attack th^ 
taxi drivers and their cars. Makki 
said 

“They broke my arm and my 
leg. When I started to creep 
away, two of the Americans hit 
my head with a plank, I fell 
unconscious.” Makki said. He 
showed stitches on his head and 
said his back was all bruised. 
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Home News 


Cement factory expects 
$60m income in 1991 


TAFILEH (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Cement Factory Company 
(JCFC). announced Sunday that 
its production for 1991 was bound 
to eam the Kingdom $60 million 
through the sale of cement to a 
host of countries in the Arab 
World and Asia. 


Hatem Halawani. the com- 
pany's director general, said in a 
statement to the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, that nearly two 
million tonnes of cement were to 
be sold to Yemen and Sudan as 
well as Taiwan, Bangladesh, the 
Philippines and other countries in 
the south east Asian region in 
addition to Finland, in Europe. 

The total sales of cement last 
year amounted to 1.4 million 
tonnes. Mr. Halawani said in a 
statement during his visit to ce- 
ment plants in the southern re- 
gions of the country. 


Referring to the Rashidieh 
plant, in southern Jordan. Mr. 
Halawani said that production 
was at full capacity, at the rate of 
6,000 tonnes of cement daily, but 
he said an additional quantity of 
cement would be produced gra- 
dually, thanks to the recent im- 
provements introduced to the 
production lines at the plant. 

The Rashidieh plant this year 
employed 200 local workers who 
were given special training at the 
factory to carry out the various 
types of jobs. 

The company, which operates 
a major plant near the town of 
Fuheis. west of here, has a reg- 
istered capital of JD 50,000,000. 

According to Mr. Halawani, 
the company has now drawn up a 
new plan designed to increase the 
cement production at all its plants 
in the country so as to increase 
exports. 


Hurd expected on 
second visit to Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — British Fore- 
ign Secretary Douglas Hurd is 
due here Thursday from Cairo on 
a two-day visit to Jordan on the 
second leg of a tour of the Middle 
East region, according to an offi- 
cial announcement by the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra. 

This will be Mr. Hurd's second 
visit to Jordan during 1991, and it 
is designed to discuss with Jorda- 
nian officials developments in the 
region and prospects for peace in 
the Middle East. 

His visit comes close on the 
heels of a tour by U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker who visited 
Arab capitals and Moscow to 
discuss peace prospects. 

According to Petra, Mr. Hurd 


will hold meetings with Foreign 
Minister Taher A1 Masri and 
other government officials, and 
his visit wfll be in the coarse of a 
tour which takes him to Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait in addi- 
tion to Jordan. 

In another announcement. Pet- 
ra said that a six-member Italian 
parliamentary delegation, repre- 
senting the opposition leftist par- 
ty, will come here, on Thursday 
on a four-day visit for talks with 
government officials on issues of 
common interest. 

The team, which will be led by 
Achille Occhetto who Heads Ita- 
ly's democratic leftist opposition 
group, is to include several Italian 
journalists. 


Jordan, Yemen 
to discuss ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Yemen’s De- 
puty Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim A1 Iryani 
is due in Amman Monday on a 
two-day visit during which' he will 
meet His Majesty King Hussein 

to deliver - a message from Yeme- 
ni President Ali Abdullah Saleh, 
according to an announcement by 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

Mr. Iryani is expected to hold 
meetings with his Jordanian 
counterpart Taher AJ Masri to 
discuss Yemeni-Jordanian rela- 
tions and developments in the 
Arab World as well as issues of 
common concern to the two 
countries, Petra said. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
visited Yemen in March last year, 
at the head of a Jordanian side, to 
the joint Jordanian-Yemeni 


Higher Committee which discus- 
sed bilateral cooperation. 

A trade agreement was 
reached, during the visit, on 
promoting economic and trade 
exchanges, holding a Jordanian 
- industrial exhibition in Sanaa, 
and increasing the number of 
Jordanian teachers working in 
Yemen to 1,000 during 1991. 

Over the past three months, 
Jordan purchased nearly 200,000 
tonnes of Yemeni crude oD after. 
several Jordanian tankers, car- 
rying crude from Iraq, were hit in 
allied raids. 

Jordan's imports of crude oil 
from Yemen in addition those 
from Syria are calculated at inter- 
national market rates in contrast 
with those earlier purchased from 
Iraq at reduced rates. 


Jordan attends WHO meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan last 
week took part in the meetings of 
the Consultative Committee for 
Health Research of the “World 
Health Organisation's Eastern 
Mediterranean region, held in 
Alexandria. 


Ministry of Health Secretary 
General Adnan Abbas, who rep- 
resented Jordan, said that the two 
day meetings had tackled reports 
on progress of health research in 
the East Mediterranean region, 
diseases in hot areas, research on 
health systems. 


He said that the committee 
discussed a number of working 


papers on environmental sanita- 
tion, injuries and accidents. 

The committee adopted recom- 
mendations stressing the import- 
ance of initiating and developing 
research centres in the region and 
supporting research institutions 
in the East Mediterranean re- 
gion. 

The recommendations also 
reiterated the need for encourag- 
ing applied research, particularly 
in relations to developing health 
systems in view of the importance 
of such systems in improving the 
performance of health services 
and covering larger sectors of 
population. 
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QUEEN OPENS CULTURAL WEEK: Yar- 
tnouk University Sunday opened a week-tong 
cultural event with a celebration held under the 
patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor. The 
Queen listened to an address, at the opening 
ceremony, by university President All Mahafza, 
who paid tribute to the Queen for her support to , 
the university's endeavours. The Queen later 
inaugurated the new television and radio studios 
operated by the Department of Journalism. The 
studios are expected to serve as a nucleus for a 
radio and television centre for the northern 
regions of the country, operating in cooperation 


with the Ministry of Information and its affiliated 
agencies. The Queen also opened Yarmonk Uni- 
versity museum which exhibits newspapers, 
photographs and other materials depicting va- 
rious aspects of development in Jordan over the 
past 50 years. The Queen later met with students 
who publish the university newspaper, and was 
briefed on the publication processes, and opened 
an exhibition of maps which wiD also be housed at 
the museum. During the week-long cultural event, 
three seminars will be held at the university and 
students can watch documentary films. 


Minister urges solution to 
excesses on state-owned land 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Mohammad 
Addoub A] Zaben Sunday called 
for finding a comprehensive and 
drastic solution to the problem of 
excesses on state land and for 
holding an extended meeting at 
the ministry to discuss the various 
dimensions of this problem and 
make the necessary recommenda- 
tions to the Cabinet. 

During a visit to the Zarqa 
Municipality, the minister 
pointed ont that the government, 
intended to implement an en- 
vironmental strategy in which all 
sectors would take patt. 

He decided to set up an en- 
gineering team to work out a 
solution to the state-owned land 
problem, in preparation for sub- 
mitting it to the local, provincial 
and higher committees. 

The minister also decided to 
set-up a special committee, 
grouping people from the En- 
vironment Department, Zarqa 
Health Department, Zarqa 
Municipality and the Water Au- 


thority, to deal with the waste 
water from industries and factor- 
ies in Zarqa Govern orate. 

He also called for the forma- 
tion of a committee, to be chaired 
by the governor, to follow up on 
all environmental and municipal 
issues and propose solutions to 
any environmental problems. 

The committee will group 
members of the Upper and Low- 
er Houses of Parliament from 
Zarqa constituency, as well as 
Zarqa and Russaifa mayors. 

Mr. Zaben noted that random 
construction and accumulated ex- 
cesses had contributed to mini- 
mising the municipality's re- 
sources, thus making it incum- 
bent on all parties concerned to 
work out a comprehensive solu- 
tion for the state land and to 
collect the fees due from citizens 
in the govemorate. 

The minister also called for 
finding a new garbage dumping 
site. 

Zarqa Governor Mohammad 
Hussein Shobaki summarised the 
problems facing the various 


municipalities in the govemorate, 
saying that such problems include 
excesses on state land, random 
construction of buildings without 
licences. He noted that 60,000 
houses, inhabited by 120.000 peo- 
ple in Russaifa and Zarqa were 
built in violation of the organisa- 
tion rules. 

Zarqa Mayor Yasser A1 Omari 
briefed the minister on the ser- 
vices offered by the municipality 
and reviewed the obstacles bring 
it. 

He said that the major problem 
facing the municipality was that 
SO per cent of the city's total area 
of 65 square kilometres was not 
organised. 

He added that there were a 
large number of unlicenced shops 
in the city. He called for mod- 
ernising the organisational plan 
of the city, for reconsidering the 
municipal laws and solving the 
land appropriation problems. 

The minister visited Russaifa 
Municipality, where he was 
briefed by its Mayor Mousa A1 
Saad on its projects and activities. 


Jordan s 
exports 


ks to increase 
non- Arab markets 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Reuter 


JORDAN WANTS to increase 
exports to the United States. 
Europe and North Africa to com- 
pensate for lost trade with its 
traditional partners in the Gulf. 
Trade Minister Ziad Fariz said. 

Oil-rich Gulf states are giving 
trade preference to the countries 
which participated in the U.S. -led 
alliance that drove Iraq from 
Kuwait in Februaiy. Kuwait is 
also barring Jordanian goods. 

Mr. Fariz said in an interview 
with Reuters on Thursday that 
the government had earmarked 
JD 14 million to improve the 
marketing of Jordanian goods. 

“We hope that the Saudi Ara- 
bian market will soon open up to 
our agricultural and industrial 
goods," he said. 

Jordan sold Saudi Arabia 


goods worth JD 48 million in 
1989. 

Mr. Fariz said Jordan, with a 
list of 500 export items, was 
targeting North Africa by reacti- 
vating old trade protocols. 

A Libyan trade team vi- . 
sited Jordan last month and 
bought textiles worth $3.5 mil- 
lion. 

Jordan's main exports are 
phosphates, cement, textiles and 
farm produce. 

The Gulf crisis cost Jordan 
more than $1.5 billion. The 
economy particularly suffered be- 
cause of Amman's adherence to a 
U.N. economic embargo on Iraq 
which accounted for 25 per cent 
of Jordan's exports. 

Local businessmen are banking 
on becoming Iraq's main trade 
link with the world once the U.N. 
Sanctions Committee lifts the 
embargo on Iraq. 


Iraqi businessmen are in Jor- 
dan with lists to buy everything 
from tomatoes to tractors. 

Mr. Fariz said his main objec- 
tive was to earn increased hard 
currency through exports and 
attract local. Arab and foreign 
investments. - 

Jordan is implementing an In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
( IMF) recovery plan to narrow its 
budget and trade deficits. 

Mr. Fariz said an average of 70 
people, mostly Jordanians who 
fled Kuwait during the Gulf cri- 
sis. referred to his ministry every 
day to ask about investment 
opportunities. 

More than 200,000 Jordanians 
returned home after the crisis, 
putting pressure on Jordan's de- 
pleted resources. But many of 
them intend to set up businesses 
in Jordan once they get their 
money back from Kuwaiti banks. 


University opens training courses 


AMMAN (J-T.) — University of 
Jordan President Mahmoud Al 
Samra Sunday opened two train- 
ing courses on seeds and seed 
production, organised by the In- 
ternational Centre of Agricultu- 
ral Research in Dry Areas 
'(ICARDA), in cooperation with 
the Faculty of Agriculture, the 
German Agency for Technical 
Cooperation (GTZ), Agriculture 
Ministry and the Jordan Coop- 
erative Organisation (ICO). 

Addressing the participants. 
Dr. Samra stressed the important 
contribution researchers and agri- 
cultural workers can make to 
increase production and conse- 
quently meet the basic needs of 
people. 

He referred to the imbalance 
between the world population 
and the available resources, 
saying that the population is on 
the increase, while the area of 
arable land is diminishing. 

“Alerted by this fact, the uni- 
versity had established the seed 
technology unit at the university 
to proride training and rehabilita- 
tion services in th e fields of pro- 
ducing good quality seeds," the 
president said. 


Dr. Samra stressed on the ex- 
isting cooperation between the 
university, GTZ and ICARDA. 

The GTZ representative high- 
lighted the role played by GTZ in 
improving agriculture in the de- 
veloping countries through train- 
ing and rehabilitating agricultural 
personnel. 

Also addressing the opening 
session was ICARDA repre- 
sentative Tony Vangestal, who 
noted the existing cooperation 


between the university and 
ICARDA in the agricultural 
field. 

The courses aim at training 
participants on technical and sci- 
entific methods for ensuring im- 
proved, disease-free seeds. 

Taking part in the ten-day 
‘courses are 30 participants from 
Jordan, Syria, Algeria, Lebanon. 
Libya, Sudan, Yemen, Cyprus, 
Egypt. Ethiopia, Turkey and 
Pakistan. 


New food coupons 
to be distributed 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


exhibition 

^ Exhibition of fine handicrafts, weavings, quilts, on Friday, at 
the Abu Jaber estate- Y adoudeh (open: 10 a.m.-9 p.m.) 

^ Dried flowers exhibition by Hind Kurdi Noweiran at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

BAZAAR 

Bazaar displaying artificial (lowers, costumes, scientific books, 
children’s toys and paintings at the University of Jordan. 

FILMS 

"if French film entitled “Les units de la piebie Inne** at the 
French Cultural Centre 8:00 p.m. 
h Feature film entitled ‘‘Zardoz’’ at the British Conndl — 8:00 
p.m. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Supply has made arrangements 
for the distribution of new food 
coupons to Jordanian citizens 
enabling them to purchase milk, 
rice and sugar at subsidised 
prices. 

According to ministry officials, 
the distribution, which begins at 
the start of the coming month, 
will be carried out through a 
number of centres in each gov- 
emorate, and the new coupons 
have a different design from 
those of the first four months of 
1991. 


[ Each Jordanian citizen is enti- 
tled to buy limited amounts of 


sugar, rice and powdered milk at 
subsidised prices and any amount 
at market prices. 

Each citizen can buy one and a 
half kilogrammes of rice, one and 
a half kilogrammes of - sugar a 
month I and one kilogr amm e of 
powdered milk every four months 
at the subsidised prices which are 
almost half the market prices. 

The food coupons were intro- 
duced at the early stage of the 
Gulf crisis, last year; and the 
Ministry of Supply said that the 
measure was necessary to control 
the sale of food supplies and 
prevent hoarding and smuggling 
of basic food commodities to 
other countries. 


JUST holds scientific week 


RAMTHA (Petra) — Jordan 
University of Science and Tech- 
nology (JUST) Acting President 
Fayez Al Khasawneh opened' 
Sunday the third scientific week 
of the university's Engineering 
Faculty. 

Acting Dean of the Engineer- 


ing Faculty Dr. Mohammad Al 
Shayyab delivered an opening 
address in which he stressed the 
importance of such activities in 
the university and their role in 
-bolstering cooperation between 
the various establishments and 
the university. 
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King, Egyptian journalist 
discuss Arab situation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
. King Hussein Sunday received at 
the Royal Court the well-known 
Egyptian journalist Mohammad 
Hassanein Haikal and had a leng- 
thy discussion with him on the 
current Arab situation and future 
prospects. 

The audience was attended by 
Roy at Court Chief Sharif Zeid 
Ben Sbaker and King Hussein's 
Political Advisor Adnan Abu 
Odeh. 

The renowned Egyptian jour- 
nalist and former chief editor of 
the widely-circulated Egyptian 
newspaper Al Ahram Sunday de- 
scribed the efforts currently made 
by the United States to solve the 
Middle East question as public 
relations efforts rather than se- 
rious political efforts. 

In an interview with Jordan 
Television, following an audience 
he had with the King, Mr. Haikal 


said the American efforts were 
aimed at convincing Arabs, truly 
or falsely, that the United States 
is moving towards finding a 
peaceful solution to the Middle 
East issues and the Palestine 
question. 

He said that the American 
efforts were aimed at pacifying 
Arab feelings. ‘T think there is no 
political move as such, but rather 
an American attempt to pacify 
the feelings of the Arabs,” he 
said. “The state we are seeing in 
front of us is closer to a state of 
public relations than to a serious 
effort to find a solution to the 
Middle East problems." Mr. 
Haikal added. 


"There will be no political solu- 
tion for any problem if a balance 
of power is not there,” he said. 
He said that a balance of power 
could bring about a balanced 


solution and that the current 
situation was providing the worst 
timin g to talk about a peaceful 
solution. 

Asked about the current Arab 
situation, Mr. Haikal said tha: 
the Arab entity was divided and 
that it would take a Jong, long 
time before it could be resur- 
rected again. 

On the reasons behind his cur- 
rent visit to Jordan, Mr. Haikal 
pointed out that he was in the 
process of writing a book on the 
Gulf war and Gulf crisis for Col- 
lins and Harper editors. 

“I came here to interview His 
Majesty King Hussein in- bis 
capacity as a major party who 
watched the crisis closely and 
took pan in all contacts aimed at 
ensuring a peaceful end to it.” 

He described his talks with the 
King as frank and dear. 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Sunday holds talks with a 
(Petra photo) 


visiting Canadian delegation 


Prince Hassan 
calls for incres 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Sunday called for expanding the 
scope of cooperation between 
Jordan and the Petro-Canada In- 
ternational Agency for Coopera- 
tion (PCIAC) to help the King- 
dom prospects for oil and natural 
gas and enable Jordan to exploit 
shale to produce oil. 

Jordan is struggling to promote 
its natural and human resources 
to pursue the goals of develop- 
ment and deal with the adverse 
consequences of the Gulf crisis, 
.the Crown Prince said at a meet- 
ing with a visiting five-member 
delegation from the Canadian In- 
ternational Development Agency 
(CIDA) led by Susan Laporte, 
the agency's Middle East Bureau 
director. 

In reviewing developments in 
the Middle East, Crown Prince 
Hassan said that Jordan had been 
flooded by 240,000 returnees 
from Kuwait and other Gulf 
states during the Gulf crisis, 
which had a severe impact on the 
national economy. 

■ The Crown Prince said that 
Non-Governmental Organisa- 
tions (NGOs) and United Na- 


tions Agencies could ;asbi should 
play a leading role in reducing the ' 
negative effects of the crisis on 
Jordan and in improving the con- 
dition of the Arab population in 
Jordan and the Israeli occupied 
Arab territories. 

Hie Crown Prince called for 
unified efforts and research work, 
designed to promote cooperation 
among the countries of the Arab 
and African regions so as to 
over-come problems of poverty 
and need. 


during Mrs. Laporte's visit which 
ends Monday. 

The CIDA team visited the 
Jordan Design and Trade Centre 
of the Noor Al Hussein Founda- 
tion (NHF) for a briefing on the 
centre's marketing activities. 


Centre staff provided a tour of 
the facilities, winch include a 
wholesale showroom, a sample 
workshop for the production of 
prototypes, and a management 
training unit. 


He also proposed the idea of 
org anising Arab-Canadian meet- 
ings on regular basis to discuss 
scopes of cooperation. 

Mrs. Laporte said that her visit 
was a first step to define Jordan's 
needs prior to charting plans for 
coordinating assistance to die 
Kingdom, especially in the water 
and energy fields, and to help, the 
country promote human re- 
sources potentials. 

Prospects for Jordanian ex- 
ports to Canada and Canada’s 
contributions to develop the 
Jordanian agricultural, water, 
communications, tourism, and 
energy sectors were discussed 


The delegation discussed the 
centre’s role in promoting hand- 
icrafts in Jordan through a 
market-oriented, business 
approach combined with manage- 
ment training at tbe grass roots 
level. 


The centre has broadened the 
international market for hand- 
icrafts by appealing to buyers of 
home furnishings, decorative 
accessories, and general gifts. 

Tbe embassy of Canada in Am- 
man has supported the centre 
through a grant for weaving pro- 
duction in Al Hashimiyya and for 
the establishment of a fully equip- 
ped sewing operation in Nuzha. 


New antiquities’ chief 
outlines ambitious plans 


'By Elia NasraOah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Department 
of Antiquities will expand its 
contacts with tbe public for the 
sake of boosting interest in 
archaeological places in Jor- 
dan, and will direct its atten- 
tion towards students at 
schools, community colleges 
and universities to involve die 
young generation in cultural 
activities related to the King- 
dom and its histoiy, according 
to Dr. Safwan Tal, the new 
director general of the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities. 

The department’s plan will 
also entail measures to provide 
protection to the archaeologic- 
al sites that abound in Jordan, 
and education will be provided 
to the children at school 
through seminars and the 
media to orient them on means 
of protecting these sites and 
encourage visits to them, said 
Dr. Tal who succeeded Dr. 
Ghazi Bisheh to the post. . 

“We want the members of 
the public to visit the 
archaeological sites in the 



Safwan Tal 


■Kingdom, to learn about the 
. country's history and culture, 
since our drive will be to prom- 
ote culture,” said Dr. Tal in a 
statement to the Jordan Times 
following his appointment to 
the post. 

Dr. Tal, who has served for 
“most 20 years as professor, 
teaching at the Archaeological 
Ucpartment of the faculty of 
Arts at tbe University of Jor- 
dan, had earlier worked, for a 
perksa of 10 years, at the De- 
partment of Antiquities. 

He said he would try to 
promote the Department of 
Antiquities’ contacts with all 


Jordanian universities and 
other educational institutions 
in the course of promoting the 
Kingdom's history and culture. 

Dr. Tal, who obtained his 
degrees in Istanbul and New 
York, said that his department 
would be enlisting the help of 
well trained cadres to carry out 
a long term programme for the 
development of the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities’ services 
and activities in Jordan and its 
contacts with Arab and foreign 
organisations. 

“Such a team is needed for the 
work because our aim is to 
promote the cultural values of 
the antiquities found in Jordan 
and the Arab World at large,” 
said Dr. Tal. 

Dr. Tal said that special 
coordination would be con- 
ducted with the ministries of 
information, education and 
tourism in the course of im- 
plementing -the department's 
activities. 

Dr. Bisheh had resigned his 
post and was retired. Dr. Tal 
was appointed as his successor 
by a Council of Ministers' deci- 
sion. 
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Appalled at apathy 

A “REPORT” in London’s Observer newspaper that Iraq 
is secretly rearming itself and rebuilding its arms industry 
comes at a time the whole world knows very wen that the 
country is at pains to feed its own people, who are suffering 
from the devastating consequences of the allied war against 
it. Western doctors and relief officials have spoken volumes 
about the perilous water and food situation and the looming 
.j threat of epidemics in Baghdad and other cities and towns of 
Iraq, posing one of the major challenges to the entire 
' international community, or at least to those who are pained 
to see the suffering of a people deprived of basic essentials in 
life. 

One cannot but say that such a “report,” which also 
seeks to implicate Jordan despite the Kingdom's strict 
adherence to the international embargo and sanctions 
against Iraq except those related to humanitarian areas, 
only aims at self-aggrandisement and perpetuating media 
sensationalism. 

We are even surprised that the Iraqi government took the 
trouble of denying the “report,” particularly that we have 
seen enough and more of the kind in the past. If anything, 
such reports have contributed to a large extent to bringing 
about the' Gulf war. Indeed, one has also to say that 
Lon ton’s Sunday newspapers arc not exactly known 
for writing gospels. 

However, one would have thought and hoped that such 
misguided and illogical reports — which, no doubt, find 
currency with some of governments still appearing to grind 
an axe with the Arabs — had come to an end and turned 
towards more realism and logic, now that most Middle 
Easton issues appear to be coming to a head. But no, they 
have to continue the point that the food lifeline of an entire 
people could be dangerously exposed to the whims and 
fancies of external forces, which have their own ag enda in 
tiiis part of the world.- 

We are not naive enough to expect sincere portrayals of 
the reality of the situation in Iraq in the post-war era since It 
appears to have become a self-adopted ride for at least some 
that any mention of the bulk of the Iraqi people who are 
suffering within their homes, away from the borders of 
Turkey and Iraq, will be seen as “supporting’ the Iraqi 
government. 

The Observer report, to say the least, lacks compassion 
for the 16 million or so Iraqis who seem to have been 
forgotten by the international community, whose focus has 
been very conveniently shifted to the plight of the Kurds on 
tiie Turkish border and others on the Iranian border. We * 
share the concern and sympathy for the Kurds and other 
refugees, but we are appalled at the apathy that we see when 
it comes extending help to the rest of the Iraqi people. 

Reports as those carried by tiie Observer do not serve the 
cause of helping a people who are in dire need of help. On 
the contrary they only contribute to continued denial to a 
people of the means to survive. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

U.S. Secretary of State James Baker has barely left the region for 
home when Israel’s Defence Minister Moshe Arens declared that 
the secretary's talks with Israeli leaders did not achieve anything, 
said Al Ra’i Arabic daily Sunday. Arens also announced that the 
peace process should be wry slow because the Arab countries are 
not in a burry to arrive at peace, the paper added. Areas, like 
other Israeli leaders, announced that he was opposed to the idea 
of a regional conference which was discussed by Baker and Levy, 
the foreign minister, thus closing all the doors for Baker's 
initiative to make a headway, the paper continued. It said that 
even the five point agreement reportedly reached between Levy 
and Baker falls far short of meeting the Arab demands, because it 
did not tackle the substance of the Palestine problem and the 
Arab- Israeli conflict, the paper noted. It said that the two 
ministers' plan avoided any mention of Israel's withdrawal from 
the occupied Arab lands and avoided mentioning the legitimiate 
rights of the Palestinian people and the future of the Holy City of 
Jerusalem. The two directed their attention instead to water 
problems of the region, economic development and questions of 
disarmament, the paper said. The talks between Baker and Levy 
and those between Baker and Arens have therefore, achieved 
nothing as, Israel has been hoping, and at the same time left 
Washington impotent, unable to impose on Israel what it did on 
Iraq with which it even refused to hold a dialogue over the 
occupation of Kuwait, the paper argued. This is dear double 
standard policy on the part of the United States, said the paper, 
and the reported Baker-Levy plan can only be described as an 
artempt to place the cart before the horse, thus aborting any 
solution to the Arab-Israeli question and the Palestine problem. 

There is no doubt that the Iraqi Kurdish agreement declared last - 
week is a big achievemnt for both sides and is expected to help put 
an end to foreign intervention in Iraq's internal affairs, says a 
columnist in Al Ra’i daily Sunday. The agreement is a revival of a 
pact signed by the two sides in 1970, designed to give the Kurds 
greater autonomy rule within their own region in northern Iraq, 
says the columnist Mahmoud Al Rimawl. The only alien ative to 
such agreement is of course, continued attrition of the Iraqis and 
the Kurds on the part of the Western forces which would like to 
see the Arab World dismembered, the writer notes. He says that 
as long as the agreement is bound ot bring benefits to the Kurcfish 
people, their leaders ought now to take the initiative and call for 
an immediate withdrawal of foreign forces from Iraqi soil. These 
forces have come under the pretext of offering food and shelter to 
the Kurds who fled to the mountains, but they are there in fact to 
consecrate foreign presence on Iraqi soil, warns the writer. He 
says that the presence of the foreign forces in Iraq contradicts a 
statement by President Bush in which he considered the agree- 
. ment with the Kurds as a positive move. The writer expresses the 
view that the Iraqi-Kurdish deal has shaken the ground under the 
; neighbouring countries which have Kurdish minorities and their 
Western allies who have decided to abort Baghdad's moves to' 
reestablish security in the country. 


By Barry Schweid 

The .Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Three trips 
and some 50,000 miles later, U.S. 
Secretary of State James. Baker 
isn't even dose to setting up a 
Mideast peace conference. 

Never one to waste his time on 
lost causes. Baker will have to 
decide with U.S. President 
George Bush this week whether 
to surrender to what he called at the 
outset the most intractable of all 
disputes — the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict — or to keep going. 

When Baker left Israel Friday, 
his talks cut short by the death of 
-•his mother, he aimed a parting 
shot at Israel for not giving 
ground on the two key issues: 
Whether the United Nations 
would have a role in peace talks 
and which Palestinians might 
attend. 

Unless he gets answers to those 
questions. Baker said in a state- 
ment, he might simply give up. 

That was a sudden turnabout. 
Earlier Friday, Baker had spoken 
of making progress and of receiv- 
ing “some positive responses” 
from Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy. 

A shrewd politidan with a keen 
sense of the other fellow's weak 
spots. Baker made be using the 
departure statement to scare 
Israel and Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir into yielding on the 
U.N. -\nd Palestinian issues. 

After all, the statement carries 
an implirit threat in saying Bush 
and Baker will “determine 
appropriate next steps in the 
search for Middle East peace.*' 

That could mean the unveiling 
of a Bush plan expressly telling 
Israel what it ought to do to have 
peace with the Arabs. 

Bush, in a speech to Congress 
last month, said a settlement 
should be based on Israel trading 


territory for peace. But he didn't 
try to dictate the terms of a 
settlement. 

Should he declare, for inst- 
ance. that Israel must give up all 
the territory it occupied in the 
1967 war. the Arabs would have 
the president in their comer and 
Israel could be isolated diploma- 
tically. 

His past description of Arab 
Jerusalem as occupied territory 
also made the Israelis nervous. 

Back in 1974, when Israel re- 
jected a demand for a pull back in 
Sinai from another secretary of 
state. Henry A. Kissinger, a reap- 
praisal of U.S policy towards 
Israel was announced. 

That raised the spectre of a cut 
in U.S aid to Israel or some other 
punishment. 

Israel relented. Kissinger went 
back to the Middle East and an 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

agreement was reached. 

Baker, however, is dealing 
with Yitzhak Shamir, a tough- 
minded survivor who doesn’t 
yield easily when he considers 
Israel's interests to be at risk. 

“I sincerely hope that pressure 
is not the issue,” Shamir said in 
an interview before Baker flew to 
occupied Jerusalem. “Anyone 
who knows Israel knows that 
pressure does not yeild flexibility 
— just the opposite.” 

If Shamir weren't difficult 
enough, Baker also has to cope 
with Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad. 

Assad is determined to recover 
the Golan Heights, promote the 
Palestinians in their grievances 
against Israel and engage the 
United Nations in the peace 
talks. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 


Israeli cabinet squabbles 


(Continued from page 1) 

conference that raised a weekend 
storm in Israel, culminating in dis- 
agreements in Sunday's cabinet meet- 
ing. 

According to Israeli news reports, 
Mr.Sahmir took Foreign Minister 
David Levy to ask for suggesting 
Israel might consider reconvening the 
conference every six months to hear 
progress reports on talks with indi- 
vidual Arab states. 

Mr. Levy defended himself on 
Israel army radio, saying his critics 
were backing out on what had already 
been agreed on by Israeli leaders. 

There is nothing I brought up to 
Mr. Baker during our talks that was 
not known to tbe prime minister, and 
all these cries of despair, all those 
who are gening cold feet, can not 
distort the picture," Mr. Levy said. 

“Everything 1 was coordinated. Ev- 
erything was done with the prime 
minister’s knowledge,” he said. 

Asked who was getting cold feet, 
Mr. Levy said: “Right now I do not 
want to go into addresses. In any case 
I had a good talk with the prime 
minister.'’ 

Mr. Levy insisted be had not 
agreed to an international peace con- 
ference. but Economics Minister 
David Magen told state-owned televi- 
sion that the United States was 
pushing for such a meeting. 

“I am afraid that tbe U.S.... is 
trying to lead us in a circumvented 
way to an international conference 
under U.N. auspices,” he said. 

Mr. Levy suggested cabinet col- 
leagues were overlooking potential 
Israeli gains in return for joining an 
open-ended conference, such' as 
limitations on what the conference 
could discuss. 

But Mr. Shamir, who effectively 
controls Israeli foreign policy, told 
Israel Radio before the cabinet meet- 
ing that be would not accept Mr. 
Levy's view. 

“We are opposed to that because if 
there are subsequent sessions of the 
same meeting or conference, well 
never get to direct negotiations,” be 
said. Mr. Shamir said Arab states 
backed the U.S. proposal to avoid 
direct talks with Israel. 

He said the current disagreement 
would not be the last between the 
United Stales and Israel on peace 
efforts. 

“There are other differences of 
opinion that we haven't yet touched 
upon. Not only issuesrof procedure, 
but also of substance,” Mr. Shamir 

said. 

Far-right members of Mr. Shamir’s 
cabinet threatened to leave his gov- 
ernment if a regional conference was 
more than a one-off opening session 
immediately followed by direct talks. 

They fear an open-ended session 
could end as an international confer- 
ence under U.N. auspices. 

“There is no international confer- 
ence, and not even a beginner in 
diplomacy or politics could make such 
*a comparison.” retorted Mr. Levy, 
who became foreign minister last 
June. 

Mr. Shamir bas vowed not to give 
up the occupied territories even 
though Washington envisages a set- 
tlement based on Israel trading land 
for peace. 1 

Mr. Baker cut short his talks with 
Israeli leaders on Fridayt to fly borne 
after of the death of his 

96-year-dd mother. 

Israeli media quoted reports from 
abroad on Sunday saying the United 
States blamed the Jewish state for the 
lack of progress in its peace efforts 
and might impose sanctions on Israel. 


which it gives S3 billion a year in aid. 

Mr. Sh amir also said Sunday his 
country needed the United States' 
help to achieve peace in tbe Middle 
East but said putting pressure on 
Israel would lead nowhere. 

“I think the United States very 
dearly has no intention to apply 
pressure or impose solutions," Mr. 
Shamir was quoted as saying in an 
interview with Spain’s El Pais news- 
paper. “This dbrt of thing could not 
bring peace.” 

The conference can succeed only if 
all regional leaders realise “that peace 
is posable and that we ah have to 
contribute something important to 
achieve it," he told El Pais. 

Mr. Shamir said Israel wanted 
peace and hoped that the United 
States would help it towards that 
goal. 

But he denied that Israel, which 
receives annual aid of over S3 billion 
from the United States, was Washing- 
ton's “spoiled child.” 

“We aren't a child and we aren't 
the United States' children. Amer- 
icans are much younger than we are,” 
be said. “We are ready to cooperate 
with the United States but we don't 
always agree with them on every 
single issue.” 

In Mondorf, Luxembourg, French 
Foreign Minister Roland Dumas said 
Saturday he had asked Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat not to- obstruct 
U.S. efforts to set up a Middle East 
peace conference. 

“I suggested to the PLO chairman 
(that he should exercise) moderation, 
that he should take the U.S. proposal 
for a regional 'conference openly and 
that be should put the least possible 
obstacles in its way,” Mr. Dumas told 
reporters. 

Speaking after the first day of an 
informal weekend meeting of Euro- 
pean Community foreign minsiters, 
he said the 11 others had not accused 
him of breaching an EC agreement 
not to talk to the PLO. 

The French minister, who met Mr. 
Arafat in Libya Monday, added: “My 
partners listened very attentively and 
thanked me for the information I 
gave them. There was no criticism." 

Mr. Dumas, the most senior 
French official to visit Tripoli in 
years, «also met Libyan leader Muam- 
mar Qadhafi. 

Mr. Dumas described bis visit to 
Libya and Egypt [his week as com- 
plementing Mr. Baker’s third Middle 
East tour. 

Mr. Dumas said Mr. Arafat had 
agreed that the community should be 
present at any peace negotiations. 

A senior diplomat from Luxem- 
bourg, which holds the ECs rotating 
presidency, said Israel had yet to 
decide whether it wants the commun- 
ity to play a role in any conference. 

Soviet Middle East specialist 
Yevgeny Primakov said Sunday 
he saw positive signs in U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker’s 
latest Middle East peace mission. 

Mr. Primakov told France’s 
Europe-1 radio network that Mr. 
Baker's initiative “appeared to be 
already on its way (and) under- 
going a positive change.” 

“Mr. Baker has a different 
attitude to European participa- 
tion in the Middle East peace 
process. That’s something really 
positive compared with the struc- 
ture he created initially,'' the 
Kremlin aide said in an*exclusive 
interview. 

“Secondly, it seems to me that 
tbe secretary of state is consider- 


U.S. secretary looks for 
peace and says view hazy 


Farouq Sbaraa accused Israel of 
“talking about war rather than 
talking about peace — and drag- 
ging die region into war.” 

Baker was never eager to 
board the Middle East shuttle. 
Only 10 months ago he had told 
the parties: “When you're serious 
about peace, call us.” 

But that was before tbe Gulf 
war. 

Bush and Baker had turned 
down Iraqi’s demand that they 
take up the Palestinian question 
simultaneously with its occupation 
of Kuwait. 

However, Bush said an end to 
the occupation would create new 
opportunities for dealing with the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and the tur- 
moil in Lebanon. 

Baker was on his way to the 
Middle East a month after U.S. 
and allied troops pushed the Ira- 
qis out of Kuwait. 

Baker and his top aides insisted 
the war had changed the picture 
in the Middle East and made it 
possible for Israel and the Arabs 
to negotiate peace terms. 

There was a “window of oppor- 
tunity," Baker said repeatedly on 
his three trips to the area. And 
only la&t Thursday, at a joint 
news conference with Soviet 
Foreign Minister Alexander A. 
Bessmertnykh in Kislovodsk, 
Baker declared: “My honest 
feeling remains that there is a 
genuine desire on the part of the 
parties for peace." 

But the very next day. Baker 
was headed for home, declaring 
he needed some answers from the 
Israelis “before we can move this 
process forwards.” 

In fact, the process could be at 
a dead end. 

Editor's note: Barry Schweid has 
covered the twists and turns in 
U.S. Mideast policy for the 
Associated Press for 18 years. 


ing the Palestinian problem in a 
more positive manner, not re- 
legating it to second rank," be 
said. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) also appeared 
ready to move towards comprom- 
ise, but would revert to a tougher 
stance if Israel responded intran- 
agently, Mr. Primakov added. 

He said he believed Soviet 
Foreign Minister Alexander 
Bessmertnykh would visit Israel, 
but gave no date. 

"I think bell go, not to defend 
this or that plan but to investigate 
the possibilities of a settlement,” 
Mr. Primakov said. 

Asked if Moscow should not 
persuade its ally Syria to abandon 
its insistence on a United 
Nations-sponsored peace confer- 
ence, which Israel opposes, Mr. 
Primakov said: 

“I think it’s more the Amer- 
icans who should convince the 
Israelis that the PLO should take 
part in the process. The PLO is a 
reality.” 

“Don’t expect the Soviet Un- 
ion to drive anyone to these 
negotiations like cattle. Of course 
well act. We want an Israeli- 
Arab settlement" 

“But if we don't start with the 
Palestinian problem... then it's 
hard to see how success will be 
achieved," be added. 


By Carol Giacomo 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Towards the 
end of his third Mideast peace 
mission, U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker climbed a foothill in 
the Soviet Caucasus mountains to 
look at the panoramic view. 

In an unusual lighthearted ex- 
change with reporters there, the 
secretary was asked if be saw 
dearly now the path to Middle 
East peace. 

“I can see it as deafly as you 
can see Mount Elbruz,” replied 
Baker, laughing. As he gazed 
across the valley, the mountain 
ahead was enveloped in a haze. 

It was an apt comparison to 
Baker’s peacemaking, which has 
yet to yield any apparent break- 
through. If real progress has been 
made during 30 days on the road 
in the last seven weeks, it is 
obscured by the secretary’s secre- 
tive style of mediation. 

Publicly, Baker retains some 
optimism. “My honest feeling re- 
mains that there is ' a genuine 
desire on the part of the parties 
for peace,” he said near the end 
of the 12-day trip, mostly to tile 
Middle East, that ended on Fri- 
day. 

This may have been true when 
Baker launched the latest effort 
to resolve the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict in early March after the 
U.S.-led coalition pushed Iraq, 
out of Kuwait. 

But as time passes, chances of 
stirring a new dynamic in this 
centuries-old tribal conflict seem 
to fade. 

There has been no evident shift 
in the fundamental positions 
underlying the conflict. 

Key parties cannot even agree 
whether and under what condi- 
tions to attend a peace confer- 
ence, promoted by Washington 


as a way to bring Israel and Arabs 

into direct talks. 

Baker, who left Israel obvious- 
ly dissatisfied Friday, said he did 
not know if he would make 
another Middle East swing. That 
will be decided with President 
George Bush, who seems keener 
than Baker about keeping U.S. 
shuttle diplomacy alive. 

Israel, contravening U.N. re- 
solutions and ignoring world 
opinion, continues to reject trad- 
ing Arab lands it occupies for 
peace. It also is bufldihg new 
settlements that will make it in- 
creasingly difficult to give up the 
occupied territories. 

Israel agreed in principle to 
attend a peace conference and 
softened its conditions somewhat 
during Baker's visit. But it has 
refused to budge on a role for the 
United Nations and on Palesti- 
nian representation. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Saudi Arabia, which the U.S. 
defended during the Gulf war, 
had raised expectations that it 
would break tradition afterwards 
and move towards peace with 
Israel. But Saudi leaders said last 
week while they supported the 
idea of peace conference, they 
would not attend one. 

It is now clear that conference 
participation has been scaled 
down to en vision — at the most — 
only Palestinians, Israel and Jor- 
dan, Egypt and Syria. 

It took Baker three trips to 
secure Egypt’s public pledge to 
join the conference — and Egypt 
has a peace treaty with Israel. 

His Majesty King Hussein gave 
no public commitment on a peace 
conference, but told reporters: 
“We are looking very open- 
mindedly at everything." 

Baker also failed to reach 


agr eement with Syria, Israel s im- 
placable foe and a crucial player 
in any peace process. Syria insists 
on, and Israel opposes, an impor- 
tant conference role for the Un- 
ited Nations so trading land for 
peace will be guaranteed. 

Baker, who is known to hate to 
lose, is becoming impatient with 
the lack of significant progress. 
He had tried once before, in 
1989-90, to make Arab-Israeli 
peace and failed. 

So desperate was Baker for a. 
positive outcome from the trip he 
flew on short notice to Kislo- 
vodsk in the Caucasus region to 
meet Soviet Foreign Minister 
Alexander Bessmertnykh. 

Formal announcement of 
Soviet co-sponsorship of the 
peace conference presumably 
should have been a highlight of 
Baker's travels, but even that did 
not come easily. 

Bessmertnykh had to be asked 
several times by reporters before 
he stated unequivocally: “We in- 
tend to act as sponsors.” The 
incident suggested Moscow was 
less than enthusiastic. 

On the way home from Israel, 
Baker seemed to lay the burden 
on Israel for forward movement. 
But there was no evidence he had 
received any significant conces- 
sions from the Arabs either. 

What will happen next is any- 
one's guess. Bush and Baker 
could allow the initiative to fade 
away. They could decide Baker 
will return to the region for one 
last mission. They could go public 
with whatever tentative conces- 
sions Baker has won and let the 
world judge who squandered this 
opportunity for peace. 

What is dear is that Baker is 
not the type to allow himself to be 
a pawn in a Middle East political 
ping-pong game as some say his 
predecessor George Shultz be- 
came in 1988. 


Israelis shoot and wound 6 


(Contained from page 1) 

Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. Washington 
views the settlements as an 
“obstacle” to Middle East. 

A leading Palestinian activist, 
who has jailed for three months 
by Israel on suspicion he spied for 
Iraq, was freed Sunday from pris- 
on. 

Sari Nusseibeh, 42, a U.S.-and 
British-educated professor from 
the occupied West Bank, said he 
spent his time in prison reading 
and writing,” just what I will 
continue to do.” 

He said he had not yet been 
briefed by other Palestinian lead- 
ers on the recent peace shuttle by 
Mr. Baker. Di. Nusseibeh had 
been expected to be among the 
Palestinians who met with Mr. 
Baker during his three recent 
Middle East trips. 

During his imprisonment, Dr. 
Nusseibeh was declared a “pris- 
oner of conscience” by the 
London-based Amnesty Interna- j 
tional, and he said he appreciated | 
the group’s concern. 

“It really made me feel people 
believed in what I stood for,” Dr. 
Nusseibeh said. 

Dr. Nusseibeh, who teaches 


philosophy at Bir Zeit university 
in the West Bank, has been a 
leading voice for moderation in 
the 40-month Palestinian upris- 
ing. 

Dr. Nusseibeh was detained at 
his home on the edge of Jeru- 
salem on the night of Jan. 29. 

The defence ministry said in a 
statement at the time that Dr. 
Nusseibeh was “collecting secur- 
ity information for die Iraqi in- 
telligence, especially after the 
missile attacks on Israel." 

Iraq fired 39 missies at tiie 
Jewish state during the Gulf war. 

Dr. Nusseibeh denied the 
allegation and said in a statement 
issued from jail that “I believe my 
arrest is intended to silence the 
voices of moderation.” 

Tbe defence ministry ordered 
him held for six months under 
“administrative detention" roles, 
which allow the jailing of Palesti- 
nians without charge or trial. A 
district court in February court 


ordered the detention cut to three 
months. 

Palestinian leaders and Israeli 
leftists said that tiie court's wil- 
lingness to reduce the ministry’s 
detention order to three months 
indicated the court did not accept 

die spying allegation. 

Last year, court documents ac- 
cused &im of being a paymaster of 
the Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), but no action was 
taken against him by the govern- 
ment. 

Dr. Nusseibeh holds a Ph.D. 
in Islamic philosophy from Har- 
vard University and an under- 
graduate degree in philosophy 
and economics from Oxford in 
England. 

His family, which has been in 
tbe region for centuries, by tradi- 
tion hold tiie post of “keeper of 
the door" of the Chorda of the 
Holy Sepulcher, one of Qiristian- 
ity*s holiest shrines. 


Allies want to expand control 


King welcomes Iraqi accord 


(Continued from page 1) 

Tikrit, President Saddam’s 
hometown, celebrated his birth- 
day with music, traditional 
dances and official predictions 
that he will be president for a 
long time to come. 

It was one of many celebrations 
throughout the country to honour 
President Saddam on his birth- 
day. 

Officials said the Tikrit crowd 
was much smaller than normal. 
They attributed that to trans- 
portation difficulties in the war- 
ravaged country and said he re- 
mained popular. 

“The West would have to kill 
18 million Iraqis before they 
could wound Saddam Hussein," 
said Izzat Ibrahim, deputy chair- 
man of the ruling Revolutionary 
Command Council. 

“What happened in the last 
nine months to Iraq and Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein proves be 
is a legitimate leader and 
accepted and loved by the Iraqi 
people,” Mr. Ibrahim said. 

“He will be president for a long 
time,” said Abdul Razzaq Al 
Hashemi, die minister of higher 
education and former ambassa- 
dor to France. 

The officials spoke to a group 
of foreign journalists on a trip to 
view tiie celebration. 

Tbe celebration took place in a 
stadium with paved parade 
ground where schoolgirls in 
bright-coloured dresses danced to 
music blaring from large speakers 
near a reviewing stand. 

Bands playing bagpipes and 
(brums escorted the girls onto the 
field. Speeches were made and 


people chanted beneath a huge 
portrait of President Saddam 
above the bleachers opposite the 
reviewing stand, where Mr. Ibra- 
him and other officials watched. 

President Saddam himself 
toured Baghdad, at one point 
getting out of his car to shake 
hands, according to Baghdad 
Radio. 

“The sons of the city were 
happy with the president's tour 
and they welcomed him with 
dapping and singing, expressing 
their trust in a happy and bright 
future under his leadership,” the 
radio said. 

A few thousand people 
attended this year’s event in Tik- 
rit. Normally, about 100,000 peo- 
ple from throughout Iraq attend 
the celebration, said Sabah Ada- 
na, an organiser and dean of 
education at the University of 
Tikrit. 

He said this year, the eighth 
annual affair during President 
Saddam's 12-year rule, the crowd 
was off drastically because of the 
transportation problem. 

Gasoline shortages have marie 
transportation extremely diffi- 
cult, although rationing ended 
Sunday and there were many cars 
on the road between Baghdad 
and Tikrit, 160 kilometres to the 
north. 

Scores of cars were still lined 
up in front of gasoline stations, 
however, to take advantage of 
the increased fuel supplies. 

Mr. Ibrahim said Iraqis are still 
behind President Saddam despite 
■ the ordeal of war and rebellion 
and the economic trials caused by 
the U.N. embargo. 


(Continued from page 1)' 

tually accept np to 3,000. 

“The Ira n i an s were living in 
Iraq for several decades engaged 
in various occupations including 
theological centres in (the holy 
cities) of Najaf and Karbala,” 
IRNA said. 

Iraq has accused Iran of send- 
ing arms and men to help Shiite 
Muslims who led a failed rebel- 
lion against the Iraqi government 
in March. 

Iran, host to more than one 
million Iraqi Kurds and Shiites, 
has rejected the charges. 

After Iraqi forces put down the 
Shiite rebellion in the sooth. 


thousands of families fled to terri- 
tory occupied by the U.S.-led 
multinational force that fought 
'Iraq in the Gulf war. 

Tiie U.S. army took a major 
step Sunday towards its final pull- 
out from southern Iraq, starting 
an airlift to Saudi Arabia of the 
refugees. 

“The U.S. army is getting out 
of the refugee business here.” 
said John Kalb, whose troops 
have provided food, medical care 
and protection over the past six 
weeks for more than 11,000 re- 
fugees. 

Five air force transport plants 
took off starting at daybreak from 
Safwan’s air field-. 


Detained publisher released 


(Continued from page 1) 
Bank, several former employees 
of Petra Bank, former officials of 
two other banks and others. 

According to the sources, 
around 45 people could be 
charged and the total number of 
cases was more than 100. 

Mr. Qialabi, who left the coun- 
try in August 1988 a few days 
after the Economic Security 
Committee (ESC) ordered the 
take-over of Petra Bank, is ex- 
pected to be named as the first 
defendant In almost all the cases, 
which are believed to involve 
gross violations of Jordanian 
banking regulations, embezzle- 
ment of funds and speculation in 
currency." The total amount in- 
volved m the cases — or the 
actual l<^s suffered by Petra Bank 
— is believed to reach the JD 400 
million marie. 

“Several former Petra Bank 
employees face touch lesser 
charges; some of them only beine 
acces s°nes to a crime ” said the 
“Mr. Qialabi is tbe king- 

Some of the key defendants. 


apart from Mr. Qialabi h ims elf, 
are no longer in Jordan. It was 
not immediately known whether 
the authorities will seek their 
extradition to the Kingdom for 
trial. The rest of the people 
named in the final report of a 
specially appointed investigation 
panel of banking experts and 
economists are believed to be in 
Jordan. 

The government has said that 
Petra Bank cases would be tiie 
last cases to be tried under the 
now-almost-defunct martial law 
m Jordan. The take-over of Petra 
Bank was ordered by the ESC 
under martial law provisions. The 
government has since then abo- 
lished all martial law provisions 
except in the case of Petra Bank. 

An ESC-appointed committee 
managed the affairs of Petra 
Bank and tried to salvage the. 
financially troubled institution. 
But the efforts were in vain, and 
“e ESC ordered the ba nk li- 
quidated in April last year, eight 
months after the take-over. An 
a PP«nted committee is in charge 
of the liquidation process. 
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Water lifeline threatened 


(Continued from page 1) 

of King Taial Dam after. Ac 
loss of this season’s crops. But 
be did not explain why the 
water, which he said contained 
boron, a toxic element, and 
other chemical substances, was 
allowed to pass through irriga- 
tion canals to the Jordan Val- 
ley. 

Tests conducted by the 
WRSC showed high levels of 
boron toxicity in die soil and 
plants in the Joran Valley. 
Tests are still being conducted 
to determine if there are heavy 
metals in the soil, which could 
destroy farming in the valley 
for many years to come. 

Tbc JVA and WAJ, which 
are required by law to provide 
safe water for irrigation, bad 
earlier denied farmers' charges 
that die water was unsuitable 
for irrigation, accoridng to far- 
mers. 

“This is a criminal negli- 
gence on the part of the gov- 
ernment," said a farmer. "I 
invested hundreds of 
thousands of dinars in the farm 
this year and the Water Au- 
thority destroys my crops with 
sewage water. The question is 
who is responsible for this fias- 
co," he said. 

Dr. Salameb, recounting a 
story of what he described as 
“negligence and mismanage- 
ment" by the government, 
mainl y blamed the inefficiency 
of the Khirbet AI Samra waste 
treatment plant for the de- 
teriorating water quality in die 
dam. 

Dr. Salameb, disagreeing 
with the minister, said indust- 
rial waste dumped in' the Zarqa 
River had very tittle to do with 
the polluted water of the dam. 
He said attempts by the gov- 
ernment to blame industrial 
waste for the problem was a 
‘‘cover up” for the failure of 
the Khirbet Al Samra plant, 
which is located at Wadi Dfail 
north of Zarqa. Industrial 
effluent was only recently con- 
nected to King Tala! Dam and 
not all industries have been 
connected, he said. 

Dr. Salameb argued that if 
industrial waste water was the 
reason for what happened, 
then farms between Khirbet Al 
Samra and King Taial Dam 
would have displayed the same 
effects as farms in the Jordan 
Valley. 

“The pollution story began a 
long time ago when they were 
C ons tr u cting the. dam in 1977." 
Dr. Salameh pointed out. 

He said at that time the 
water quality was “very suit- 
able” for irrigation but was 
unsuitable for drinking pur- 
poses because of the presence 
of phosphate and nitrate, 
which causs a eutrophication 
process making treatment diffi- 
cult and costly. 

This situation continued un- 
til 1985 when the government 
commissioned the construction 
of the Khirbet Al Samra plant. 
Dr. Salameh said. 

The plant, which works on a 
natural stabilisation ponds 
method (no chemical or 
mechanical treatment), was 
originally built as “immediate 
relief* for the overloaded ’Ain 
Ghazal waste treatment plant 
at Marka, just outside Am- 
man. 

The ’Ain Ghazal plant was 
dosed in May 1985 by then 
Minister of Water and Irriga- 
tion Mohammad Keflani be- 
cause of high operating cost 
and bad odour, according to an 
internal memorandum signed . 
by Minister Keflani. Experts 
argue that the permanent clo- 
sure of the 'Ain Ghazal plant 
was a mistake and the ben fits 
had outweighed the draw- 
backs. 

Dr. Mohammad Khawaj, a 
water reclamation engineer at 
the WRSC, also said the quali- 
ty of water released from King 
Taial Dam was not good 
enough for irrigation purposes. 

“The treatment plant at 
Khirbet Al Samra is compara- 
ble to treating cancer with_ 
aspirin... the process is simply* 
insufficient,” according to Dr. 
Khawaj. He pointed out that 
under the prevailing conditions 
in Jordan, including climate 
and groundwater resources, 
the plant was not equipped to 
meet the desired effluent quali- 
ty- 

Dr. Khawaj said 50 per cent 
of the water reaching King 
Taial Dam, which has a capac- 
ity of 89 million cubic metres, 
originates from Khirbet AJ 
Samra treatment effluent. 

Before the government be- 
gan construction of Khirbet Al 
Samra plant in 1985, *‘we 
warned them something bad 
will happen here because of 
the inadequacy of the treat- 
ment plant type,’’ Dr. Salameh 
told the Jordan Times. He had 
correspondence with the gov- 
ernment and the Water Au- 
thority warning them of the 
risks. 

Although the government 
had said the plant was con- 
structed for immediate relief (a 
temporary measure for the 


'Ain Ghazal plant), Khribet Al 
Samra is now the main treat- 
ment plant in Jordan. 

The WRSC had also 
warned, in a study published in 
1987, that the treatment at 
Khirbet Al Samra, was not 
satisfactory, and, as a result 
the water resources in the area, 
including King Taial Dam, 
were rapidly deteriorating. 

The study also cautioned ab- 
out the unsuitability of the dam 
water for irrigation purposes. 

Two studies compiled by 
Britain’s Thames Water Au- 
thority and the World Bank 
bad reached the same conclu- 
sions that “stabilisation ponds 
are not capable of reaching 
their objective" in conditions 
prevalent in the Kingdom. 
But, the Water Authority 
“ignored the results," Dr. 
Salameh said. 

“Since 1985 the quality of 
water collected at King Taial 
Dam has been continuously 
deterriorating and tbe salinity 
of that water continously in- 
creasing," said Dr. Salameh. 
According to data collected by 
the centre, from 1985 to the 
end of 1990, water salinity in- 
creased threefolds. 

Studies released by the 
Royal Scientific Society also 
reported similar findings about 
the deterioration of water 
quality since 1985. 

“This is a complete chain 
from water to human beings,” 
Dr. Salameh said. “Once the 
water deteriorates, the soil be- 
gins to deteriorate, affecting 
plants, then affecting animals 
feeding on tbe plants and final- 
ly reaching people,” be added. 

“We are in the plant portion 
of the cycle,” he explained. 
“Plants are dying or are non- 
productive anymore,” he said. 

Dr. Omar Rimawi, a hyd- 
rochemist at the WRSC, said 
that testing done on 16 soil 
samples from the valley two 
weeks ago confirmed “there is 
boron toxicity in the soil and 
plants.” 

“The amount of boron 
needed in the soil for optimal 
growth ranges from 0.01 to 
four mm per litre. We found 
boron levels ranging from .6 to 
14 mm per litre," Dr. Rimawi 
said. He added that many 
plants, even those which are 
classified as “tolerant” (such as 
tomatoes), have shown symp- 
toms of boron toxicity and 
have died. 

To (wadi out) the boron 
from the toil, Dr. Rimawi said, 
“is very difficult and needs a 
great deal of clean water.” 

According to experts inter- 
viewed by the Jordan Times, a 
combination of factors could 
be seen as the reason for the 
damage in Jordan Valley 
crops. 

These including low water 
level at the dam's reservoir, 
contaminated water from the 
Khribet Al Samra plant and 
the failure to mix Yarmonk 
river water with the dam water 
to dilute the toxic compounds 
and salinity. 

Tbe water level at the dam's 
reservoir, which was low due 
to low precipitation and late 
rainfall, contained contamin- 
ated; effluent from Khirbet Al 
Samra plant causing the in- 
teraction of the water with 
sediments in the dam, produc- 
ing very high salinity and toxic- 
ity- 

Since water is discharged 
from an outlet at tbe bottom of 
tbe reservoir, the level of sedi- 
ment and salinity of the water 
becomes higher. 

Experts explained that be- [ 
cause the salinity was “too ) 
high,” salts and trace elements 
started to accumulate in the 
different soil profiles. This 
situation, they said, was ex- 
acerbated by the lack of water 
to flush out the salts. 

JVA and WAJ officials did 
not comment on this particular 
aspect of the situation. 

They said that during tbe 
months of January and Febru- 
ary of this year, the Water 
Authority stopped mixing 
“good” Yarmonk River water 
with the dam water, thus pure 
dam water, which contained 
certain poisonous elements, 
was used to irrigate Jordan 
Valley farmland. The Yar- 
mouk River water was diverted 
for use in Amman and to fill 
Wadi Al Arab Dam. 

Syria 

(Continued from page 1) 
efforts to end the Arab-Isreah 
conflict, 

‘Mr. Rafsanjanfs motorcade of 
some cars arrived in the Sitt 
Zeynab district about 16 - 
kilometres south of Damascus as 
the silvery dome of the shrine 
glowed in the sunlight. 

Accompanied by Syrian Fore- 
ign Minister Farouq Al Sharaa. 
Mr. Rafsanjani entered the 
shrine, clutched and kissed the 
golden grill surrounding the grave 
of the Sitt Zeynab, daughter of 
Imam Ali, wellspring of the 
Shiite Islam that inspired the 1979 
Iranian revolution. 


Threat of epidemics 
turning into a grim 
reality for Iraqis 


By Debbie Lovatt 

Special to the Jordan Times 

The writer has just returned after a three-week stay in Iraq 


CHOLERA IN IRAQ is no 
longer a threat but a grim 
reality as hospitals around the 
country confirm admitting 
their first cases of the poten- 
tially fatal disease. 

One hundred and fifteen 
cases have been confirmed in 
Basra, seven in Karbala, 10 in 
Baghdad and Suleimaniyya 
and there are countless sus- 
pected cases around the 
country. 

The test for the disease in- 
volves growing a dture for 24- 
hours. Intermittent power sup- 
plies make it difficult to carry 
out the proper test as it re- 
quires constant electricity. 

With summer rapidly 
approaching cholera is perhaps 
the most feared epidemic, but 
not the only one that concerns 
doctors and health officials. 

Temperatures in Baghdad 
can exceed 55 degrees Centig- 
rade during the summer 
months, and conditions are en- 
demic for the spread of cholera 
and other water-borne diseases 
normally kept under control 
through clean water, treatment 
of sewage and fast effective 
medical treatment. 

Cases of typhoid fever are 
three times what they were 
over the winter period last 
year, incidences of meningitis 
and infectious hepatitis have 
all increased, and doctors are 
seeing children with mal- 
nourishment the like of which 
they only ever saw previously, 
in medical text books. 

The director of the Saddam 
Central Children's Teaching 


Hospital, Dr. Qassim Muham- 
mad Ismail, said: “We have 
had several cases of suspected 
cholera in children. And we 
have had plenty of cases of 
malnourishment and gastroen- 
teritis this winter. Diarrhoea 
and vomitting lead to dehydra- 
tion, weight loss, malnourish- 
ment. It is a vicious circle.” 

Doctors at Alwiyeh Chil- 
dren's Hospital, which is not 
central like the Saddam Hos- 
pital, have seen over 10 cases 
of suspected cholera and in 
three days two children died of 
diarrhoea-related dehydration. 

When the Abu Ghraib Baby 
Milk Plant, which had pro- 
vided 80 per cent of Iraq's baby 
milk needs, was destroyed, the 
government introduced ration- 
ing of infant formula. Three 
430-gramme tins per months 
month was the allocation per 
child, but 10 tins per month is 
the requirement for an infant 
being entirely bottle-fed. 

Dr. Ismail explained what 
some mothers gave their chil- 
dren as a substitute for milk: 
“When the milk powder ran 
out some' mothers gave their 
children rice water, water and 
sugar, or even very diluted 
tea.” 

Since the war started on Jan. 
17 and until the second week in 
April, water was not being 
purified due to lack of electric 
power to drive the machines 
and non-availability of chemic- 
als. Once stocks were .depleted 
the embargo stopped reple- 
nishments from being im- 
ported. 
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Advice was given to boil 
water for 15 minutes if it was 
for drinking purposes. But 
with fuel hard to come by for 
stoves, drinking water “may 
have been sterilised, but not 
water with which to clean 
cooking, drinking and eating 
utensils. 

For those now suffering 
from chronic diarrhoea, the 
infection was hard to avoid. 

Dr. Shamal Saleh of 
Alwiyeh Children's Hospital 
said: “Many children die be- 
fore being admitted to hospit- 
al, or die on the way because 
lack of transport meant they 
could not get to the hospital. 
We used to be angry with 
mothers for not bringing their 
children in sooner until we real- 
ised they couldn’t get here.” 

One mother at Alwiyeh 
Hospital nursing her child sick 
with diarrhoea-related mal- 
nourishment said: “I knew my' 
son was ill, but couldn't bring 
him in. There is no transport 
and I have six other children 
and I have to look after them. I 
can’t leave them on their 
own.” 

Mothers stay at hospital dur- 
ing the day to nurse their sick 
children. 

Transport is a problem be- 
cause petrol has until now been 
rationed and is expensive.- 

For those without cars or 
whose cars have been unable 
to be repaired for lack of spare 
pans due to the embargo, pub- 
lic transport is often not a 
viable alternative as it is over- 
- crowded and the price of a ride 
has increased five-fold since 
the war. 

In the hospitals limited or no 
electricity has meant that 
wards have had to be closed; 










Particularly affected by the growing forest of epidemics in Iraq 
by Debbie Lovatt). 


are women and children (Photo 


lifts do not work nor does 
monitoring equipment, not to 
mention lights, refrigerators, 
and air-conditioning. 

Power has been restored to 
the Saddam Children's Hospit- 
al but a back-up generator is 
still needecfin case the electric- 
ity fails. 
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An emaciated child hospitalised in Iraq (Photo by Debbie Lovattj. 


Alwiyeh Children’s Hospit- 
al, on foe other hand, is not yet 
back os steins electricity and 
. has to rely on a generator. Hie 
hospital has fuel to run the 
generator for only three hours 
a day. 

Incubators are standing 
empty and unplugged waiting 
for the electricity to come 
back. Photosynthesis treat- 
ment is available for .the treat- 
ment of babies at risk of de-‘ 
vetoping jaundice and two or 
three babies can lie under the 
same light. 

Winter in Iraq is harsh ggd 
temperatures low. When pow- 
er was cut and fuel unavailable 
for beating, everywhere be- 
came cold and dark. 

Dr. Sadeq Hashem of 
Alwiyeh Hospital recalled 
“Eighteen out of 20 babies I 
delivered on the first night of 
the war died sooner or later 
mainly from cold shock. 
There' was nothing we could 
do.” 

Doctors in both hospitals de- 
scribed foe same reaction from 
mothers when the first bombs ' 
fell.. 

“The stress and the shock 
caused many women to give 
birth early, and even to miscar- 
ry. And in the hospital mothers 
grabbed their children and un- 
hooked them from drips, blood 
transfusions, and just ran 
trying, to find somewhere safe 
to go,” said Dr. Shamal Saleh. 

Many babies died and hos- 
pitals transferred patients to 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKWG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN K AWAR & SONS 

PwjtL 604676 604696 ^ 
\>S>s. P.O.BOX 7806 
T\\\ AMMAN y 



f 4 Rent & Sale \ 

* Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdonn Real 


[Tel. 810605, 810609, 
L__Fax: 810520. 





The first ibeft 
Chinese Restaurant 
bi Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman. near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

IMannykivaflaMs 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6 : 30 -Midnight 

TmL 638968 



(Jhxwdo 
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Jfr Amman’s ' 
if exclusive gift shop 

//Italian shoes, leather goods, YV 
1 perfumes, lighters, watches,! I 
1 pens .silverware, porcelain, [I 
I crystalware etc. If 

Shmetsarti - Grindlays Bank Blag. 
Tel. 669 457 

/ CHEN'S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
JLu nch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

• Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

• 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servkfc 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop* and get:- 

1 

• JUMBO photo 

stem 30% larger 

• Fros mnlmrgo- 
mmot 20 x 30 cm 


Shmejsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 


UP 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

■ Open DaHy 12J30-3.30pm 
7.30-41.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd ctrde 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 

OQAQQ 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
In West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


The Regency Palace Hold 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 


‘ground floors and basements 
where mothers felt safer. Base- 
ments. however, ar* • t -?rt 
of the central heating system. 

Both hospitals are still work- 
ing at less then full capacity, 
but despite the difficulties, 
necessity & forcing them to 
admit more patients. 

Patients come and doctors 
work, but facilities are limited, 
“After tbe war,” said Dr. 
Shamal Saleh, “basic medi- 
cines vital for children were 
not available. Warehouse sup- 
plies had run dry and the 
t&gckade prevented res- 
tocking.*’ 

Children’s medicines fell 
under the embargo when, tech- 
nically, they should not have 
done so. 

As doctors struggle to save 
young lives, the health situa 
tion in Baghdad and through 
out tbe country daily deterio- 
rates. 

“If we cure patients we are 
reluctant to discharge them as : 
they are returning to the same ! 
environment which made them 
sick in the first place,” said the 
over-worked Dr. Sadeq 1 
Hashem. 

The International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross in Bagh- 
dad has no figures but esti- 
mates for the death rate among 
young children in Iraq were 10 
times higher than usual. 

Children below the age of 
three are particularly vulner- 
able. 


FOR RENT at 

JAMAL REAL ESTATE 
FURNISHED iOMiSHED 

Apartments, villas 
& semi villas 

Yon’Il like our service 

Just call 835859 


The First Class Hotel in ' 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room-.! 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.0‘ Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
. Exoatriates and 
"Businessmen 
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Maradona 


on ball 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — Soccer 
idol Diego Maradona was freed 
on bail on drug charges Sunday 
morning after admitting to a 
judge that he had occasionally 
taken drugs, his agent told repor- 
ters. 

Speaking as Maradona posted 
520,000 bail at police headquar- 
ters, Marcos Franchi said: "He 
recognised that he occasionally 
took these substances (drugs). 
Diego has not harmed anyone. 
He is not sick. What he has to do 
is sort out his life, go back to what 
he was before.” 

The stocky midfielder, arrested 
Friday afternoon at a flat in a 
Buenos Aires suburb, was visibly 
Strained as he left the building in 
the early hours of the morning. 
He was driven off to an undis- 
closed destination by Franchi and 
accompanied by former Argen- 
tine soccer manager Carlos Bilar- 
do. 

On Saturday. Maradona — de- 
scribed by President Carlos 
Menem as “a sick lad” — spent 
over 13 hours at the city's central 
court where he was charged with 
possession and supplying drugs 
for free. Two men arrested with 
Maradona were released on 
$ 1,500 bail each. 

Interior Minister Julio Mera 
Figueroa said earlier the rags- te- 
nches soccer idol had been under 
the influence of drugs when 
arrested. 

“The information that we have 
is that the player was intoxicated 
by drugs and just asked to be 



Diego Maradona 

allowed to sleep,” Mera Figueroa 
said in a radio interview. 

The amount of drugs found was 
"much less than the half kilo 
mentioned initially,” he added. 

Maradona, 30, who three 
weeks ago was banned from soc- 
cer for 15 months after failing a 
dope test, was questioned at drug 
squad headquarters until early 
Saturday before being transferred 
to a detention centre and later 
taken to court. 

Local radio stations transmit- 
ted unsourced reports that tests 
had revealed traces of cocaine in 
Maradona’s blood and urine. If 
convicted he would face a prison 
sentence of one to six years for 
possession and up to 16 years for 
providing others with drugs. 

On Friday night Argentines 
were stunned by television pic- 
tures of their fallen hero, who 
had emerged from a Buenos 
Aires slum to become one of the 
world’s most famous and highest 
paid sportsmen, being bustled 
into a police car. 


Korea sets up title 
showdown with China 


CHE-A . Japan (R) — Aggressive 
. ■'ii'xz. £cpt alive united 

Korea’s oream of winning the 
women’s team title at the World 
Table Tennis Championships 
with three sparkling semifinal 
wins Sunday. 

Hyun, world ranked fifth and 
bronze medallist at the last World 
Championships, was pitched into 
.action when Korea were trailing 
1-0 to Hungary. 

She came back from the brink 
of defeat to edge Gabriella Wirth 
17-21 21-14 21-18 then won her 
doubles and deciding singles to 
set up a final against defending 
champions China Monday. 

“Hyun is a heroine for all 
Korea today. She fought very 
well," said Korean Women's 
team coach Yoon Sang-Moon af- 
ter file 3-1 triumph. 

“The odds are 50-50 for the 
-match with China. We will try 
and not let the pressure get to us. 
Win or lose we want to make a 
good impression.” 

Communist North and capital- 
ist South Korea are fielding a 
joint sports team for the first time 
at these championships and are 
revelling in their new found table 
tennis strength. 

They are receiving vociferous 
backing from hundreds of Korean 
supporters who greeted the win- 
ning point against Hungary with a 
tremendous roar. 


South Korea lost to China in 
tiie 1989 World Championship 
final while the North finished 
fifth. 

China, bidding for their ninth 
successive title, reached the final 
with a comprehensive 3-0 win 
over France who were unable to 
reproduce the form they showed 
in their shock 3-1 quarterfinal win 
over Hoag Kong an hour earlier. 

French coach Hu Yulan said 
that star player Wang Xiaoming 
did not have time to recover after 
her three thrilling wins against 
1989 bronze medallist Hong 

Korea had also been involved 
in a marathon quarterfinal with 
the Soviet Union who lost 3-0 but 
contested every game to the vir- 
tually final point. 

Hyun, a 21-year-old South Ko- 
rean, looked tired at the start of 
her match with Hungary’s world 
number 12 Wirth and lost the first 
game 17-21. 

Then she started going for her 
shots and hit some spectacular 
winners to pull back from a 15-18 
deficit in the deciding game. 

After teaming up with 1989 
world singles runner-up Li Bun- 
Hui to beat Csilla Batorfi and 
Wirth 21-13 21-13 in the doubles. 
Hyun took Korea into the final 
with a fine 21-16 22-20 win over 
Batorfi. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH WRSCH 

1980 Tribune Media ocdricaa. Inc 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.I— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦ J7 7KQM72 vAJ99 *6 
The bidding has proceeded: ■ 
South West North East 

1 ? Pass I * - Pass 


What do you bid now? 

A.— Hands with a six-card major 
and four-card minor often present a 
rebid problem. The general rule is to 
rebid (he major with a weak hand, 
but show ihe minor with better than 
minimum. Since South could hardly 
have less for his opener, bid two 
hears. 

Q.2— Neiihff vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦ J7 7KQ9872 ■: AJ93 *6 

The bidding has proceeded: 


Sooth 

West 

North 

East 

1 V 

Pass 

1 4 

Pass 

2 T‘ 

Pass 

3 : 

Pass 


What do you bid now? 

A.— You started with a minimum 
opening bid, and while the diamond 
fit is a pleasant surprise, it also 
raises the possibility of a heart mis- 
fit. For the moment, your only op- 
tion is to raise to four diamonds. 

Q J— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

483 TAQ1084 C AQ8 *AQ6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 -T 1 Pass 2 4 Pass 

* 

What do you bid now? 

A.— A most awkward hand. Both 
two hearts and three clubs are dras- 
tic underbids, and four clubs con- 
sumes bidding space possibly 
needed to explore for sfeun and risks 
bypassing three no trump, which 


might be the right strain. We would 
choose the rather unusual bid of two 

diamonds with four clubs as our 
second choice. 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

4J74 7 8 v AK54 4J9762 

Partner or*: ns the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

A. — With the singleton in opener’s 
suit, it would be wrong to value this 
hand as worth 11 pants, which 
would warrant a two-over-one re- 
sponse. Bid one no trump. 

Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4A104 '.'Void 0KQ63 4A109542 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one heart. What 
action do you take? 

A.— This is a close decision. Reverse 
the spade and diamond holdings, 
and a takeout double would be 
clear. But with only three spades the 
overcall of two clubs has more ap- 
peal. With your heart void, it is 
unlikely the bidding will die there, 
so you’ll get another chance to show 
your distribution. 

Q.6— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

4 QJ102 7 K87 v « 4 K 10765 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

A.— This hand is too strong for a 
mere raise to two hearts. If you have 
a method of showing a limit raise 
with only three trumps, by all means 
use it. Otherwise, make the tempo- 
rizing bid of two dubs, intending to 
show your hearts next. Responding 
one spade could leave you impossi- 
bly placed for a convenient rebid. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


46 injured at Yugoslav stadium clash 

BELGRADE (R) At least 46 people, including five police- 
men, were injured and buses and cars wrecked when fighting 
erupted during a soccer match between local rivals Red Star and 
Parxizan. Red Star, who qualified for the European Cup final last 
Wednesday, were leading 3-0 when Panizan’s fans burst into the 
pitch and attacked policemen who were protecting Red Star 
players. The match was interrupted for about 10 minutes while 
police cleared the pitch. Red Star went on to win 3-1. Fighting 
continued outside the stadium and eyewitnesses said several 
thousand fans clashed with police and overturned two buses and 
stoned several cars. A nurse at Belgrade's casualty centre said 
Sunday that injured fans and policemen were still being admitted 
hours after the match ended. 

Disappointing Barcelona draws 

MADRID (R) — Spanish League leaders Barcelona managed 
only a feeble 1-1 draw at lowly Real Mallorca. Dutch coach Johan 
Cruyff rested several players after Wednesday's European Cup 
Winners’ Cup semifinal victory over Juventus and saw Claudio 
Barragan head Mallorca in front in the 50th minute. Substitute 
Juan Goikoetxea, who replaced Bulgarian striker Kristo Stoicb- 
kov, equalised 10 minutes later. Stoichkov went off with a knee 
injury. 

PSV Eindhoven scrapes a win 

AMSTERDAM (R) — PSV Eindhoven scraped to victory against 
straggling SW Schiedam 3-2 to restore their three-point lead 
over Ajax Amsterdam at the top of the Dutch first division. 
Ajax's victory against Sparta Rotterdam Tuesday brought the 
champions to within a point of PSV. With most teams having just 
eight matches before the end of the season, Ajax’s game in hand 
— away to RKC Waalwijk Sunday — could be vital. PSV began 
with a penalty in the 12th minute, put away by striker Johnny 
Bosman. Romanian Giga Popescu scored the second in the 35th, 
and PSV looked comfortable enough at half time. However, 
Schiedam’s 24-year-old midfielder Peter Barendse struck back 
within a minute of the restart, and again two minutes after Juul 
EUerman's 75th minute goal for PSV. Third place EC Groningen 
with 37 points, only one behind Ajax, are away to Feyenoord 
Rotterdam in one of three other Sunday matches. 

Oldham promoted to division one 

a 

LONDON (AP) — Oldham gained promotion to English 
League's first division for the first time since 1923 Saturday and 
American World Cap player John Harkes moved Sheffield 
Wednesday closer to a return by scoring in a 3-1 victory over 
Barnsley. With no first division games scheduled so that star 
players could rest up before Y^ednesday’s European Cham- 
pionship qualification matches, the second division promotion 
race came into ihe spotlight. West Ham, already sure of 
promotion with 83 points from 43 games, tumbled 3-1 at lowly 
Blackburn, while Oldham clinched a division one berth by 
winning 2-1 a*. Ipswich. Both goals came from striker Ian Marshall 
and Oldham, •with 32 points from 45 games, has a chance of 
beating West Ham to the divisional championship. Sehffield 
Wednesday, which was released last season yet won the League 
Cup last Sunday by beating mighty division one side Manchester 
United, went ahead through David Hirst on 39 minutes only for 
Mark Smith to level for neighbouring Barnsley. Harkes then 
turned the game Wednesday's way again with a spectacular 
20-yard drive on 59 minutes before substitute Steve Mackenzie 
added a third in injury time. 

Viaili, Mancini to play against Hungary 

ROME (AP) — Sampdorian strikers Gianluca Viaili and Roberto 
Mancini will be reunited on the Italian national team for next 
Wednesday’s, critical European Championship qualifying game- 
against Hungary. National team coach Azeglio Vicini named the 
two as part of his 18-man roster for the May 1 game in Salerno and 
said the two will be in the starting iifieup. Viaili was dropped from 
the Italian national team during last year's World Cup and 
Mancini has been in and out of lineup recently. Juventus 
star-forwards Salvatore Toto Schillari and Roberto Baggio, who 
had successfully replaced the “twin strikers” of La Samp during 
tiie World Cup, also were listed on the roster but were not 
expected to be among the starting 11. Viaili, who was injured 
during the World Cup, is the Italian first division’s leading scorer 
this season helping Sampdoria to first place and possibly its 
first-ever league title. Vicini also called three other Sampdoria 
players: goalkeeper Gianluca Pagliuca — replacing Juventus’ 
Stefano Tacconi, wingeT Attilio Lombardo and defender Pietro 
Vierchowod. The core of Italy’s defence will remain comprised of 
players from AC Milan and Internazionale. 


Nigeria beats Benin in Nations Cup 

LAGOS (R) — Nigeria moved closer to a place in the -1992 
African Nations Cup finals by beating neighbouring Benin 3-0 in 
Lagos. The result puts Nigeria second in Group D with nine 
points from seven games but their place in the finals in Senegal is 
not certain. Ghana, with nine points from five games, leads the 
group on goal average. Burkina Faso, with seven points and two 
games to play, could still push Nigeria, with one match to play, 
into third place. The top two teams in the group go to Senegal. 
Nigeria, studded with overseas players and seeking to top a 1-0 
win over Benin last September, went on the attack from the start, 
getting a goal by Samson Siasia in the fourth minute. Friday Ekpo 
made it 2-0 in the 17th minute and Daniel Omokachi headed a 
third is the 27th minute to the delight of an estimated 40,000 
spectators in the national stadium. The team continued to attack 
in the second half but failed score again. 

James Smith wins IBC boxing title 

RALEIGH, North Carolina (AP) — Former heavyweight cham- 
pion James “Bonecrusher” Smith won the IBC junior 
heavyweight title with a first-round technical knockout of Pamcho 
Carter. Smith knocked Carter down three times in the round 
before landing the finaT blow — a right to the jaw — at 2:28. when 
referee Brace Foster stopped it. Carter, 33, never got into a 
rhythm in drop {ring to 3-2 as a heavyweight and 23-1 overall. 
Smith, 25-8-1 and with 18 knockouts, came out with several 
left-right combinations. He knocked Carter down with a right 
hook about 30 seconds into the bout. Less than a minute later. 
Carter hit the floor again after a right to the body. Although 
Carter landed several minor punches, he looked dazed through- 
out the fight and never recovered from Smith's early blows. 
Smith, 38. one of only two men to go 12 rounds with Mike Tyson, 
is expected to fight Lennox Lewis of Canada on May 22 in 
London. 

Dutchman wins Amstel Gold Classic 

MAASTRICHT. Netherlands (AP) — Frans Maassen of the 
Netherlands held off Italian Manrizio Fondriest and Belgian Dirk 
de Wolf in the final stretch to win the Amstel Gold World Cop 
Classic Saturday. Maassen finished the 244-kilometre race about a 
length ahead of Fondriest and several metres in front of De Wolf. 
The trio finished in six hours, four minutes and 46 seconds, 10 
seconds ahead of Thierry Laurent of France and about 20 seconds 
ahead of the main pack. Maassen, Fondriest and De Wolf broke 
from the main pack of about 100 cyclists as they took the lead with 
about 20 kilometres from the finish, climbing the 150-metre 
Couberg Hill. Massen manoeuvred in front of the other two as 
they rounded into the stretch and survived an all-out finishing 
thrust by Fondriest to win his 32nd race as professional. 

German leads in Tour of Corsica 

AJACCIO, Corsica (R) — German Annin Schwarz got off to a 
fast start in the first two stages of the Tour of Corsica Rally 
Sunday, opening up a six-second lead over world champion and 
fellow-Toyota driver Carlos Sainz of Spain. Frenchman Francois 
Delecour, revelation of this year’s Monte Carlo Rally in which he 
came desperately close to victory in his first world championship 
event, was third with the same time as Sainz. “We were all 
expecting Schwarz to go off fast,” said Delecour, who drives a 
Ford Sierra. ‘To win this rally, you have to be flat out from the 
beginning to end.” France’s Didiere Aoriol, aiming for a record 
fourth consecutive win here, lost a little ground and was placed 
fourth, 15 seconds behind the leader with two more timed stages 
to go on the first day. Auriol, driving a Lancia, is expected to 
figure strongly in the four-day event, which takes place entirely on 
the tarmac surface be favours.' 

Bordeaux president to meet players 

BORDEAUX (R) — ' The' president of : financially troubled 
. French first division dub Bordeaux said Sunday he would meet 
striking players Monday in an effort to make peace. The players 
said Saturday they had not received their salaries for March or 
April and announced that they would not play again until they 
had been paid. New President Jean-Didier Lange, who took over 
nine days ago to save the heavfly-indebted dub from liquidation, 
said be was surprised by the strike decision. '’No player has asked 
to see me," he said. “I saw them on Friday before a friendly 
match and we discussed the situation calmly... the players will 
soon be paid, as promised.'’ Lange said the dub, with debts of 
around 300 million francs (S50 million), could not afford to pay 
players' contracts. Those who did not agree to salapr cuts were 
free to leave, he added. Bordeaux still face automatic relegation 
to the second division next season after going into receivership, 
although the legality of the league regulation forcing demotion is 
to be tested next month in the state council. 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY APRIL 29, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation' 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
are going to be getting along better 
with other persons as long as you 
dosely consider what they want 
from you and then coordinate your 
efforts with theirs in a successful 
plan. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Gather together that bundle of 
work you have to do and quietly 
get in a comer and do it without 
allowing others to intrude upon 
your progress. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have many longtime friends 
who would like to hear from you 
and its up to you to take the fust 
step and phone or otherwise con- 
tact them. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have many outside things to do 
that can put you in a much more 
favorable tight with those who 
have any sort of control over your 
affairs. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) There are a number of 
new ideas that can be very helpful 
to your progress, and your de- 
velopment but you have to be 
willing to accept them. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Wahtever you want most to do to 
repay others for their labours or to 
make more headway in more pre- 
cise and exact ways to attend to 
your duties is fine. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) This is die time to make sure 


you do know just what your part- 
ners expect from you otherwise 
you can act in such a manner they 
resent very much. 

LIBRA; (September 23 to October 
22) Making your surroundings 
more operative in business matters 
or more comfortable for your con- 
venience is excellent today so get 
busy on it. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Now you have it in your 
power to actually show those of 
whom you are found that you are 
willing to take some time off to get 
in some mutual entertainment. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is the time to 
be sure you do whatever your own 
family expects of you and in such a 
manner that you gain a whole new 
rapport at home. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You have the right 
slant now on how to start the day 
right by improving your efficiency 
and increasing your output in 
whatever direction these tie. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) There are some ingenious 
means by which you can increase 
and build up your assets so your 
life is more prosperous- in the days 
ahead for you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) This is the time for you to 
-really be subjective and to 
tell those about just what they'can 
do to make your personal life more 
pleasanr. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 
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feel like a duck. My belly always 
goes south for the winter.” 


Unscramble these few Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


YOHB 

B 







LUGIT 


o 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
p by Henri Arnold and Bob Lea 



SLIMIE 


□znz 

□ 

□ 



WARBOR 





HOW THE 
MILITARY DICTATOR 
TALKED. 


-Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


■~[m> ttiit 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's } Jumbles: VAPOR PRIME ENSIGN SIZZLE 
Answer A guy who always does as he 
pleases never PLEASES 


<1* 




THE Daily Crossword by stem*, B . 


ACROSS 
1 Semester 
5 Rot 
10 Owflsh 
question? 

13 Perfect 
15 Happify 
15 Stadium cheer 
17 Racqueteer’8 
affliction 

19 Doctrine 

20 Punctual 

21 Demands 
23 Moflusk 

26 Pig's digs 

27 Bat wood 
30 Fellow 

— Pb (j'«ve) 

33 Floor support 
36 Hack 
38 Calm down 

41 Spacious 

42 Period of note 

43 Metal disk 

44 Move from Jar to 
oua 

45 Thus 

48 Moved In a 
curved course 

47 Had debts 

49 Sign of assent 

51 Pinafore" 

52 Keats work 

53 Come forth 
57 Pilchard 
59 Effect 

63 ikfl's Command 

64 Indian Wars 

battissita 

67 Jewel 

68 Floundering 

69 Type of auto- 

70 Mine stuff 

71 Run-down 

72 Hot and fishing 

DOWN 

1 Yugoslav leader 

2 First place 

3 Lease 

4 Craze- 

5 Sandra or Ruby 

6 Building wing 

7 Lodge 

8 Makes amends 

9 Evergreens 
10 Timepiece 





a 
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Hi 

a 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 
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Q'WiJrcung Media Seram. Ik 


11 Quick 

12 Electrical units 
14 Branch 

IB Sewing fine 
22 Certain map line 

24 Intertwines 

25 Sweet potato 

27 Slightly open 

28 About 

29 Arena 
32 — Valley 

34 Delayed 

35 Head of Fr. 

37 BLT word 

39 Be luD Of 

40 Limits 
48 Signify 

50 Have the nerve 
52 Horae opera 

54 Fr. nver 

55 Spreads hay 

56 Glacial deposit 

57 Lily family 
member 

58 •As- 
saying,.- 

60 Cancel 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


ansiQ mnnn nr 
nnnon uinnn mr? 
gnaoH mm nn 
mnaasaQDQH rar 

nnnm nnoa nf 
ranniRi nnciF 
R £‘aang nonra 

ftfemin ranr 

rwlflR oioon non 

Qni3o oonn 


61 Guide 

62 Saw bucks 


55 Actor B* 
66 GaH it a — 
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Temporary abundance of dollars 
depresses value below CBJ rate 


By P.V.Vlvdcanad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - The Kuwaiti move 
to aDow foreign transfers of K- 
has led to 

what bankers describe as a tem- 
porary abundance of American 
dollars in the Jordanian market. 

In ton the availability of ^ 
greenback has depressed its black 

’t a L ae to dl S htl y *«s than 
the officially set rate by the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan (CBJ) despite 
me boost the currency received in 
the international market over the 
past week, according to dealers. 

The CBJ rate on Saturday for 
me dollar was 682-686 fils but the- 
American currency was being 
traded in the parallel (black) mar- 
ket at 675/685 fils. These figures 
compare with the CBJ rate of 
660/665 while the black market 
rate was 700/710 fils in early 
February. 

“Several hundred thousand 
dollars have come into Jordan 
following the Kuwaiti permission 
for former expatriates to with- 
draw and transfer abroad up to 
4,000 Kuwaiti dinars (S13.50Q) 
per month per account,” said a 
banker. 

“In addition, some expatriates 
who remained in Kuwait (daring 
the Iraqi occupation) have ale? 
come out with cash, contributing 
to the supply situation in the 


country,” he no ted 

“Most of this money found its 
way to the black market over the 
past two to three weeks, and 
suddenly there is an a twmriiin^ of 
dollars in hard cash in the tnar- 
***.” be explained. “But I don’t 
think the depression in me black 
market value of the dollar wifl 
last long,” be added. 

‘'The real demand and supply 
forces have come to control die 
market,” be noted. “With sum- 
mer at hand, mere is demand for 
dollars from people who want to 
travel abroad, and this will boost 
the blade market prices.” 

Economists said the strength of 
me dinar at its stabilised value 
since early 1990 despite the 
adverse impact of the Gulf crisis 
on the economy was based on the 
high foreign exchange reserves of 
me country as a result of de- 
creased imports and the treas- 
ury’s selective servicing of its 
foreign debts. 

“When imports get back into 
foil gear, and the treasury re- 
sumes its inevitable foil servicing 
of foreign debts, the situation of 
reserves will not remain as strong 
as it is now,” noted an economist . 
“This may have an impact on the 
strength of the dinar .” be said. 

Meanwhile, sterling pounds in 
cash have almost disappeared 
from the parallel market, dealers 


said. “Nobody warns to deal in 
sterling pounds,” said one of 
man. "The marg in of profit on 
pounds was never lucrative, and 

tO fij i i ly y rfwrfam among 

dealers, security forces are keep- 
ing a very dose watch on sterling 
pounds in currency.” 

The dealer could not explain 
die police alert on die British 
currency, but a security source 
said it could be pan of a dragent 
police has drawn after a recent 
robbery. The source dedmed to 
elaborate. 

Other sources said a “good 
part” of the cam stolen during 
foe robbery was in sterling 

pounds and apparently police had 

the serial numbers of the currcn- 

cy- 

“Tbere never was any large 
am o un t of sterling pounds in cir- 
culation in Jordan,” noted one 
source. “It is relatively easy to 
detect and pinpoint the source of 
pounds as soon as they appear in 
the market.” 

Iraqi dinar picks op 

The Iraqi dinar, meanwhile, 
appeared to be picking up in the 
Jordanian market after plunging 
to record lows following the Gulf 
war. 

The Iraqi currency was traded 
Saturday at 100 to 105 fib in the 
parallel market, compared to 185 


to 190 fils prior to the crisis 140 

to 150 fUs prior to the war and UQ 

to 120 immediately after the war 

Shortly after the outbreak of 
the war, when the extent of me 
damage that the Iraqi infrastruc- 
ture suffered was known, the 
price went down to around 80 to 
85 fils, and me recovery to 100 to 
105 fils was reported since last 
week. 

Bankers linked the recovery to 
Iraq’s acceptance of United Na- 
tions Security Council resolution 
687 — providing for a formal 
ceasefire in the war — and the 
subsequent endorsement of the 
Iraqi move by me Security Coun- 
cil. 

Newly printed Iraqi notes of 25 
dinar denomination are sold at 15 
to 20 fils less man the old ones in 
me Jordanian market, despite the 
fact that their purchasing value 
within Iraq remained me same. 

There was no immediate ex- 
planation, but a banker suggested 
that parallel market dealers were 
speculating that me new mint did 
not have proper gold or foreign 
currency reserve behind them 
and were deliberately keeping 
their offer down. 

Only two or three commercial 
banks in Jordan are selling or 
baying Iraqi dinars; others sus- 
pended all dealings in me curren- 
cy immediately after me invasion 
of Kuwait. 


Israel presses Japanese firms 
to defy Arab trade boycott 


tel AVIV (R) — Toyota Motor 
Corp’s decision this month to sell 
cars m Israel is the latest sign mat 
major Japanese firms may be 
sagging off a decades-old Arab 
League boycott of Israel. 

“Our main problem with Japan 

m at they are mud) more con- 
cerned about ihe boycott than 
any other industrialised nation,” 
Moshe Kobi, assistant director of 
me economic warfare authority in 
the Israeli finance ministry, said. 

“From this point of view, the 
entrance of Toyota is a very 
important development and we 
hope others will follow,” he said. 

Under the boycott, directed 
from Damascus, Arab states 
threaten to blacklist foreign firms 
trading with Israel. 

Israel^ accuses companies in 
South Korea, Germany and Bri- 
tain and other countries of ac- 
quiescence in the boycott, but 
directs some 40 per cent of its 300 
annual complaints at Japanese 
firms. 

After me Gulf crisis revealed a 
divide in the Arab World. Israel 
launched a fresh drive to break 
me boycott. 

The United States, eager to 
advance Middle East peace, has 
urged Japan and Arab states to 
ease the boycott. U.S. Jewish 
leaders said that even Kuwait, 
formerly a staunch adherent, may 


stop blacklisting U.S. firms which 
trade with Israel. 

“As a government we are 
against the Areab boycott,” said 
Minister Takashi NaJcamoto. the 
second-ranking Japanese diplo- 
mat in Israel. “But our economy 
is a free market and we cannot 
force private enterprises to do 
anything.” 

He said Japan had increased 
trade with Israel since the 1970s. 
when Tokyo imported more than 
90 per cent of its oil from Arab 
countries and felt very vulner- 
able. Japan still gets about 70 per 
cent from the Gulf, but oil is now 
a buyer’s market. 

Israeli businesses believe 
Washington’s pressure has helped 
pave the way for more business 
contacts. They cite signs, such as 
an increase in Japanese prospect- 
ing missions and a planned visit 
by Foreign Minister Taro 
Nakayama next month. 

Underscoring Tokyo’* efforts 
to boost trade, Japan plans to 
send its first commercial attache 
to Tel Aviv by July. Israel has 
had an economic attache in 
Tokyo since last year. 

”1 think there has been a 


tremendous change in the 
Japanese government’s attitude.” 
said Efiianan Harel, chairman of 
the Israel-Japan Chamber of 
Commerce in Tel Aviv. 

“The Golf crisis made it realise 
that its economic behaviour did 
not correspond to its world sta- 
tus.” he said. 

Other businessmen say firms 
like Toyota, which never acknow- 
ledged it was observing the 
boycott, realised they could trade 
with Israel with impunity. There 
has been no Arab outcry. 

Japanese can already domin- 
ate Israel's roads, although one of 
the largest firms, Honda Motor 
Co. Lid., sells via its U.S. sub- 
sidiary. 

Japanese electronic goods are 
plentiful but reach Israel primari- 
ly through third countries, to skirt 
the boycott. 

Bilateral trade has doubled in 
the past five years to mote than 
SI .4 billion in 1990 and Japan has 
become one of Israel’s most im- 
portant export markets. 

On paper, Israel had a $320 
million trade surplus with Japan 
last year. 

But polished diamonds form 75 


per cent of Israeli exports and 
Israel wants to seif more compu- 
ter software, electro-optical pro- 
ducts, food, chemicals and other 
items in Japan. 

Officials say they will declare a 
breakthrough in Japan’s attitude 
towards the boycotr only when 
major Japanese industrial firms 
begin dealing directly with Israel, 
the nations estbalish commercial 
air links and Japanese ships call in 
Israeli ports. 

They also wanr Japanese firms 
selling to Israel to buy local pro- 
ducts, and more importantly. u> 
invest. 

There are only a handful of 
joint ventures and the largest 
current Japanese investment is 
the $6.7 million Nature Beta 
Technologies (NBT) plant which 
grows algae Hue Japanese cus- 
tomers believe can cure «km 
cancer. 

Japan’s particular sensitism to 
Middle East instability could hin- 
der investment. During the Gulf 
war, Tokyo cut postal services to 
the region and Japanese banks 
halted lerten of credit, bringing 
Isiaeh-Japanexe commerce to a 
standstill 


Strike risks closure 
of Turkish Airlines 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish Air- 
lines (THY) faces' the risk of 
closure with no deal in sight to 
solve a 25-day-old strike that has 
cost more than $40 million so far, 
THY General Manager Cem 
Kozhi has said. 

. “There’s a danger of closing 
the airline. We’re getting no- 
where in talks with the union. 
We’re beating around the bush,” 
Kozin told Reuters. About 
10,500 THY and airport staff 
seek pay rises of between 100 and 
600 per cent. 

j “We’re trying to find, a solu- 
tion. It’ll become clear in the next 
fasy days whether there’ll be an ' 
.agreement or not. If not, : Tin 
afraid the airline won’t be able to 
survive,” he said. 

“It’s difficult to rehabilitate 
THY after so many blows," he 
added, referring to the effects of 
the Gulf crisis, which forced 
many world airlines to lay off 
staff and withdraw services. 

President Turgut Oral, who 
'says toss-making state enterprises 
most be sold at any cost, vowed 
Wednesday to shut down THY if 
the strike continued. 

He said “unreasonable” wage 


demands amounted to half the 
airline’s annual turnover. Big pay 
demands are common in high- 
inflation Turkey. 

Under the management of 
Kozlu, a young, hard-working 
technocrat, THY was regarded as 
one of the most promising state 
enterprises in Turkey. Many 
others, numbering over 40 and 
employing over 600,000 staff, are 
in financial trouble. 

THY made a $75 million loss in 
1990 due to higher fuel costs 
brought by the Gulf crisis and a 
drop of over 30 per cent in its 
.passenger traffic iaribe last quar- 
ter of 1990. . 

It is dropping flights to Toron- 
to, Budapest, New Delhi, Koala 
Lumpur. Dhahran, Bahrain, Abu 
Dhabi and Amman. It also can- 
celled the opening offices in Bar- 
celona and Warsaw. 

Kozlu said THY was seeking a 
delay In deliveries of an Airbus 
310 and a medium-haul Boeing 
737-400 aircraft scheduled for tins 
year. The airline has already re- 
turned two Boeing 707 cargo 
planes this month, refusing to 
renew their lease. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sunday, April 28, 1991 
Central official rates 


U-S- dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dctirechcmarfc 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


Boy SeH 
682.0 686.0 
1152.9 1159.8 
389.1 391.4 

461-5 464J 

1153 116.0 


Japanese yen (for 100) 493.4 496.4 

Dutch jpiikicT 345.6 347.7 

Snedkh cro w n 112.1 112.8 

Italian Era (for 100) 52.7 53.0 

Belgian franc (Cor 10) 189.4 1903 


China hikes 
prices on 
staple foods 

BEUING (R) — China officially 
announced huge price increases 
on staple foods Sunday, saying 
they were necessary because of the 
crashing burden of gov ernm ent 
subsidies which have quadrupled 
in 10 years. A 

Residents were told about the 
price hikes at their work places 
last week, triggering tong queues 
at shops where April ration cards 
could still be used to buy goods at 
the old prices. 

The price of flour rises by 54 
per cent and vegetable ofl by 10s 
per cent. The prices of all goods 
made from these products;-' tn- 
dudtng cakes, noodles andrpyejx 
soap, also go up. 

The g ov e r nm ent explained why 
it needed to raise prices in a 
document quoted by die New 
China News Agency. 

“(The document ) poi nted out 
that the present u n re aso n a b le 
prices have severely added to the 
state's financial burden,” it said. 

The government paid 40 billion 
yuan ($549 billion) in grain and 
cooking (til subsidies in 1990, 
compared with 10.8 billion yuan 
($2.05 billion) in 1980, the news 
agency said. 

Prices, especially of food, are a 
very sensitive issue in China. 
Runaway inflation to 1989, caused 
in part by looser control by Beij- 
ing over prices, was a factor in 
bringing out workers onto the 
streets in mass anti-g o ve rnm ent 
protests that were eventually 
crushed by the army. 

To soften the latest inflationary 
btow every worker will get a six 
yuan ($1.14) a month subsidy. 


U.S. cites Thailand, 
China, India and Japan 
for trade violations 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
top government trade official is 
threatening strong action against 
several countries accused of dis- 
criminating against U.S. 
businesses or allowing unpaid use 
of, copyrighted U.S. products. 

“Our goal is to improve the 
level of intellectual property pro- 
tection worldwide,” said U.S. 
Trade Representative Carla Hills 
as she set in motion a legal process 
which could lead to trade sanc- 
tions against China, India and 
Thailand. 

She also announced her inten- 
tion to bar Japan from federally 
funded construction projects, ac- 
cused Norway of violating trade 
obligations by discriminating 
against U.S. companies, and put 
Brazil, Australia and the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) on a high- 
priority list of countries to 
monitor. 

Twenty-three other countries 
are also on a tower-priority 
“watch list” because they main- 
tain practices or have set up Bade 
barriers that “are of particular 
concern.” 

U.S. movie producers, soft- 
ware manufacturers, authors, 
musicians and others are losing 
billions of dollars in possible 
•royalties, fees and other pay- 
ments they would be getting if all 
countries would protect their 
rights, the trade representative’s 
office said. 

The announcement came in the 
trade representative’s third 
annual review of trading partners' 
practices. A 1988 law requires her 
to make the animal review nn<l 
take action against countries 


U.S. 


•t o 0 a Y 


Cinema 


Tel: 625155^^. 


PLAYING WITH THE DEVILS 


which are treating 
businesses unfairly. 

“Although we have made progress 
with other countries in intellectual 
property and govern meat procure- 
ment issues, today's announcement 
underscores the persistent nature of 
problems with those countries identi- 
fied,” Ms. Hills said. 

The focus on China, India and 
Thailand makes them as coun- 
tries whose practices are “the 
most onerous and egregious and 
who are not negotiating in good 
faith or making progress in nego- 
tiations.” 

Naming them as “priority fore- 
ign .countries” starts a six-month 
investigation which could lead to 
trade sanctions. Thailand is 
already under investigation for 
previous alleged violations of in- 
tellectual property practices. 

Ms. Hills said U.S. officials 
would meet with representatives 
of the three countries soon and 
hope “to make quick progress on 
these important issues.” 

China is the only major U.S. 
trading partner to offer neither 
product protection for phar- 
maceuticals and other chemicals, 
•nor copyright protection for U.S. 
works, according to a “fact' 
sheet” issued by Ms. Hill’s office. 

In addition, it said, trademarks 
are granted to the first registrant 
in China, regardless of the origin- 
al owner. Trade secrets are also 
said to be inadequately protected 
in China. 

“As a result, piracy of all 
forms of intellectual property is 
widespread in China, accounting 
for significant losses to U.S. in- 
dustries,” the report said. 

The a dminis tration accused In- 
dia of providing inadequate pa- 
tent protection and allowing 
widespread ' pirating. It also 
found that market access for U.S. 
movies is severely restrained 
through quotas, fees and other 
barriers. 


Murdoch to sell 
U.S. publications 
for $650 million 


NEW YORK (R) — In a major 
step to sell off assets and cut debt, 
media magnate Rupert Murdoch 
has struck a deal to sell nine U.S. 
publications to a Wall Street in- 
vestment group for $650 nrilbou. 
a source close to Murdoch has 
said. 

The deal with Kohlberg Kravis 
Roberts (KKR) and Co., the firm 
involved in some of the biggest 
U.S. takeovers and leveraged 
buyouts, will give Murdoch sorely 
needed cash to help pay down his 
$8.2 billion debts. 

The source said papers for the 
sale are being prepared, but have 
not yet been signed. 

The publications are part of a 
$2 billion asset-sale programme 
that will shrink Murdoch’s world- 
wide media empire but wifl also 
leave it in a health eir financial 
state. 

“Some people would say he is 
skating on thin ice with his financ- 
ing,” said Christopher Buttery. 


president m the New York office 
of Ord Minnctt Inc. an Austra- 
lian broker. 

“But having said that, the big 
differences between Murdoch 
and other tycoons is that he has 
always stayed on to produce and 
docs know what he's doing.” 
Buttery said. 

In the past few years Murdoch 
has steadily shed holdings but the 
deal involving the nine publica- 
tions ranks among Murdoch's 
biggest divestitures. 

Those being sold are New York 
magazine. Seventeen, the movie 
Magazine Premiere, European 
Travel and Life. Automobile, 
New Woman, Soap Opera 
Digest, Soap Opera Weekly and 
the Racing Form, a daily that 
covers thoroughbred racing. 

Analysts say virtually every- 
thing outside his core media 
properties is on the auction 
block. Next to go could be his 50 
per cent stake in Ansctt Airlines. 



Rupert Murdoch 

Australia’s private domestic car* 
her. or his Australian printing 
operations. 

Australian-born Murdoch is 
hanging on to Mirabella. a 
fashion magazine he launched in 
1989 with the former editor of 
Vogue, and TV Guide, which he 
bought with the Raring Form and 
Seventeen for $3 billion in 1988. 

“He’s keeping MiiabeUa be- 
, cause he believes it has enormous 
‘ potential," the source said. "It's 
in the development stage and 
doing enormously well.” 


Inflation soars, unemployment 
grows steadily in Czechoslovakia 
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Why go to America to get a pizza?!! 

At Dallas Pizza you find what you are looking for. 

Amman — Jordan 

7th Circle, near the American School 



PRAGUE (AP) — The govern- 
ment's “scbock ' therapy” economic 
reform programme has come 
under attack after official figures 
indicat ed a soaring inflation rate 
and growing unemployment. 

In an attempt to transform the 
centrally planned Communist sys- 
tem into a market economy, re- 
formers led by Finance Minister 
Vaclav Kraus launched the 
“shock therapy” programme in 
January, including deregulating 
prices and swift privatisation of 
state-run enterprises. 

An official report released by 
the state CTK news agency said 
the inflation rate was 40.9 per 
cent at the end of March. The 
government had projected an 
annual inflation rate for 1991 at a 
maximum of 30 per cent. 

Consumer prices rose by 54 per 
cent, retail sales went down by 
37.1 per cem and industrial pro- 
duction dropped by 11.9 per cent 
during the first three months of 


the year, CTK quoted the official 
report as saying. 

In a country unaccustomed to 
joblessness, the unemployment 
rate hit 2.6 per cent of the work- 
force by the end of March, 
according to the report. In the 
Slovak republic, 3.8 per cent of 
the working population were 
without jobs. 

Vice Premier Pavel Rychetsky, 
the head of the Civic Movement, 
the libera] faction of the former 


Civic Forum, which won last 
year’s national elections, called 
such developments "alarming.” 

“There is a danger of uncon- 
trollable inflation ... and reform 
is not feasible in such condi- 
tions,” Rychetsky told journal- 
ists. 

“Economic reform cannot be 
implemented without a broad so- 
cial consensus ... and not when 
the fate of the federation is at 
stake,” Rychetsky said. 


INTRODUCTORY 

SUMMER COLLECTION 

BY TAMARA 

TARA BOUTIQUE 

AMRA HOTEL CENTER 
TEL: 823678 
CASUAL WEAR 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining room, sitting room. Icungii 
and its facilities, central heating, alrconditonmg, telephone, a'! 
modem electrical appliances. Location: Jabal Amman 3rd 
Circle. behind Christian Women Association 

For Inf. please cal! tel.: 815860 8:00 a.m. — 2:00 pjn. 
& tel~ 647100 5-8 p.m. 


FOR EXPATRIATE SERVICES 

ALI RAWASHDEH 

specialised in dealing with all government offices 
Tel: sm 


JOB VACANCY 

House-maid required to work for a Jordanian family 

Location in Amman 

If Interested, please call 675644 


FOR RENT 


To Foreign Companies and Embassi es 

Four semi-villas, duplex in one dosed area with complete 
privacy, overlooking Tils’ Al Aii area, near the Royal Eagles Club 
Each contains 2 bedrooms, 1 master, living area, services, 
garages. Approx. 200 rrr. 

For Information contact Tel. (880080) Amman 
From 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished ground floor In a villa 

Consists of two flats. Tha first has 3 bedrooms, dining room, salon&tting 
room with spacious tree garden. The second consists of one bedroom, 
sitting room, dining room. 

The whole floor is connected to central heating, with all utilities available 
New furniture. Rent to be fixed after visit 
Location: Between the 7th and 8th circles behind the Near East 
Equipment Company (COMATSO). 

For further Information call teL: 815130 
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Yeltsin,, facing test of loyalties 
over strike, wins key support 


MOSCOW (R) — Boris Yeltsin; 
under pressure from striking coal-' 
miners to explain his apparent 
switch in calling for an end to 
industrial action, has won fresh 
support from a. key opposition 
group inside bis Russian Federa- 
tion. 

Leaders of Democratic Russia, 
an umbrella group that helped 
catapult Yeltsin to power, have 
nominated him as candidate 'for 
the first elected presidency of the 
Russian Federation, the largest 
Soviet republic. 

But after his joint call with 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev last week for an end to the 
crippling strike, the group and 
the miners criticised Yeltsin and 
said he should explain his about- 
turn. 

Yuri Afanasyev, a historian . 
and radical leader, said by signing 
the declaration. Yeltsin had upset 


efforts by the Democrats to join . 
the labour movement to oppose 
Gorbachev and bring about poli- 
tical and economic reform. 

‘‘The main demands of the 
democratic movement and the 
working movement -coincided on 
many points," Afanasyev told a 
plenum of Democratic Russia, 
which claims 1.3 million mem- 
bers. 

Afanasyev said his group now 
fitted a dilemma Although it 
disagreed with the Yeltsin-Gor- 
bactlev declaration, it did not 
want to appear to be turning its 
b&dc on Yeltsin. 

As well as demanding im- 
proved conditions and pay, the 
mifters are calling for Gor- 
bachev’s resignation. 

The election for presidency of 
the Russian Federation is set for 
June 12, the first democratic poll hi 


Soviet history. 

Analysts say Yeltsin is certain to 
win die vote. It will give him moral 
leverage over the Soviet leader, his 
arch- rival, who has never faced a 
popular election. 

A strike committee in the huge 
Kuzbass Coalfields said Yeltsin, 
who championed the cause of the 
striking coalminers, Would visit 
the Siberian region Monday to 
explain his sudden backing for 
calls that the miners end their 
eight-wick action. 

“We are waiting for Yeltsin to 
come here and explain his posi- 
tion." Sergei Verenkov said. * 

But Kuzbass Strike Committee 
Deputy Chairman Alexander 
Aslanidi warned: “we keep 
saying we don't worship Boris 
Yeltsin, everything will depend 
on how he solves the problems.” 

Yeltsin, who last week said be 
expected an important document 


Major boosted by opinion polls 


LONDON (R) — British Prime 
Minister John Major retains a 
high personal rating with voters 
but election prospects for his 
Conservative Party are mixed, 
according to opinion poll results 
in Sunday newspapers. 

Four surveys, published ahead 
of key local elections this week 
which could determine the timing 
of the next general -election, 
suggested Major had wort 
approval for his replacement for 
the unpopular poll tax announced 
last Tuesday. 

The polls gave Major a person- 
al approval rating of between 59 
and 68 per cent but showed less 
clear support for his party. 

The Independent On Sunday 
gave the conservatives 47 per cent 
against 37 for Labour, while the 
Sunday Times gave the conserva- 
tives 42 per cent and Labour 40. 

The Sunday Express put the 
two parties level on 41 per cent. 


while in the Sunday telegraph's 
survey Labour was three points 
clear on 42 per cent. 

Local elections in most of Eng- 
land and Wales on May 2 will be 
the first big electoral test for 
Major since he replaced Margaret 
Thatcher as prime minister in 
November. 

The Conservatives’ showing 
will determine when Major de- 
rides to call a genera] election 
which must be held by mid-1992. 

Hie Sunday Times said the 
government planned to take 
advantage of an expected fall in 
annual inflation from 8.2 per cent 
to six per cent month to cut high 
interest rates which have 
squeezed homeowners, the back- 
bone of conservative support. 

“Party managers believe that a 
steady stream of interest rate 
reductions will boost public conf- 
idence in the economy over the 
summer, enabling John Major to 


Kaifu assures Asia no 
repeat of military past 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — < 
Prime Minister Toshflti Kaifu,, 
starting an Asian tour aS 
Japanese minesweepers sail f tit' 
the Gulf, has given an assurance 
that his country's military past 
would not be repeated. 

“We are conscious that Japan’s 
action in the past brought about 
unbearable suffering to the peo- 
ple of Asia." a Japanese Foreign 
Ministry official said Saturday, 
night after Kaifu met Malaysian' 
Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammad. 

“And since we have this reflec- 
tion on the past, what tire intend 


to do is not' to contribute with 
fbrCfcj in other words in military 
tends,” the official said. 

Kaifu, on a nine-day tour of 
five South East Asian nations, 
held wide-ranging talks with 
Mahathir on economic issues and 
explained the derision to dispatch 
the minesweepers, Japan's first 
overseas military mission since 
World War H. 

Japan conquered much of 
South East Asia during the war 
and many people in these coun- 
tries are still bitter about Tokyo's 
blood-stained colonial rule which 
endfed tiith its defeat in 1945. 


Police search for gunmen 
who fired at Chamorro 


MANAGUA (R) — Nicaragua’s 
interior minister said police be- 
gan a nationwide manhunt Satur- 
day for gunmen who fired shots 
from an assault rifle at a hotel 
where President Violeta Chamor- 
ro was attending a wedding re- 
ception. 

“These are the type of actions 
that truly destabilise the coun- 
try.” Interior Minister Carlos 
Hurtado said in a statement on 
national television, in which he 
announced the search. 

Unknown assailants riding in 
fast-moving car fired at least 15 
shots at the Intercontinental 
Hotel with an AK-47 assault rifle 
early Saturday while Chamorro 
was inside at her niece's wedding 
reception. 

Police chief Rene Vivas said he 
did not view the attack as an 
assassination attempt but consi- 
dered it an “act of intimidation." 
Two men were slightly wounded. 

Chamorro said she was unper- 


turbed by the shooting. 

r ‘I remained calm so that the 
other guests would not be 
scared," Chamorro said, quoted 
in. the newspaper La Prensa. 

Hie attackers “must become 
acoBtomed to the new life of 
reconciliation," said Chamorro, 
whd Thursday celebrated her first 
year in office. 

Chamorro, whose government 
ended 10 years of leftist Sandinis- 
ta rule in Nicaragua, left the hotel 
unhurt about an hour after the 
shooting shortly after midnight, 
her ’spokesman Danilo Lacayo 
said. 

“I don't think this was a per- 
sonal attack (against Chamor- 
rb),” Vivas said. “But I don’t 
think this was an isolated action 
by a crazy man. It was an act of 
intimidation against the govern- 
ment.” 

He declined to speculate on 
who might be behind the attack. 
Hurtado said only it was the work 
of Extremists. 


Taiwan delegation leaves 
on historic visit to China 


TAIPEI (R) — A Tarwhri delega- 
tion left on an historic visit to 
China Sunday, seeking to open a 
channel of communication be- 
tween the two sides after more 
than 40 years of cold war con- 
frontation. 

The 14-member group from 
Taiwan's Straits Exchange 
Foundation, formed late last year 
to handle the island's burgeoning 
economic and cultural links with 
China, planned to spend five days 
in talks with Chinese officials. 

- Taiwan officials said the visit 
would prepare for future talks., 
and discuss issues that have- 
strained relations in recent- 
months, including a rash of pirate 



John Major 


call a general election in the 
autumn," the paper said. 

The government says it will 
finance local government by 
bringing in a new tax based on 
property values to replace the 
poll tax, which was condemned as 
unjust because rich and poor paid 
the same. * 


Shuttle 
launched on 
military 
research 
mission 


attacks by Chinese fishing, boats 
on Taiwanese fishermen. 

The nationalist government, 
which fled to Taiwan in 1949 after 
losing a civil war on the main- 
land, still claims to be the legiti- 
mate ruler of China. The founda- 
tion is technically a private orga- 
nisation, allowing Taipei to main- 
tain 5ts ban on official contact. 
* ■’* 

But the visit “dearly shows 
that relations between the two 
sides are about to enter a new 
ett," Taiwan's official Central 
UI2y Hews said in an editorial 
Sunday. It called on Pelting to 
intake compromises and work for 
flie peaceful reunification of 
Chffla. 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
(R) — The U.S. space shuttle 
Discovery was launched from 
Florida Sunday on the 40th shut- 
tle mission in 10 years, a daring 
research flight for the “Star 
Wars” missile defence prog- 
ramme. 

The shuttle thundered from its 
launch pad at 7:34 a.m. EDT 
(1134 GMT); half an hour later 
than planned because of a brief 
technical problem with one of its 
flight Reorders. 

It was carrying seven astro- 
nauts and S254 million worth of 
experiments for scientists work- 
ing on the U.S. Strategic Defence 
Initiative (SDI). 

The National Aeronautics and. 
Space Administration (NASA) 
said it would be the most compli- 
cated mission ever attempted 
with a space shuttle. During eight, 
days in orbit. Discovery would be" 
used to mimic a ballistic missfle 
streaking through space. 

NASA launched the shuttle at 
the second attempt in five days 
and after a brief delay to check a 
flight recorder, which inadver-. 
tently started running shortly be* 
fore die originally scheduled lif- 
toff time. Discovers 12th trip 
into orbit had been halted Tues- 
day when an engine component 
failed and bad to be replaced. 

The aim of the mission is to 
help scientists design sensors for 
satellites that can trade and des- 
troy enemy missiles. 

It was the first time since Janu- 
ary 1986, when the shuttle Chal- 
lenger exploded, that NASA had 
launched two shuttles in foe same - 
calendar month. The shuttle* 
Atlantis flew on April 4 on a 
six-day mission to deploy an 
astronomy satellite. 

Despite the technical problems 
with Discovery, NASA achieved 
one of the shortest intervals, 24 
days, between shuttle flights. The 
record was 16 days in January 
1986. 

Discovery’s flight was to have 
taken place on Feb. 26 but was 
postponed twice previously be- 
cause of problems with three of 
the shuttle’s manoeuvring jet 
thrusters and large cracks in two 
of its fuel-door hinges. 

Discovery lifted off with four 
Defence Department payloads in- 
to cargo bay. One of the payloads 

was a tecret, identified only af a 
small satellite that would be re- 
leased from the shuttle near mfe 
end of the flight. 


aimed at ending the strike to be 
sighed at the weekend, has not 
given any details lof his plans. 

Floods csfose damage 

Spring floods’ have caused tens 
of billions of rubles' worth of 
daihage and af fifcted the lives of 
4(1, 000 people dff&ntral Russia, 
Soviet television 'Said Saturday. 

‘ ft said floodVfeters covered 
50,000 square kiloift&tres of bod in 
the Volgograd region predicted 
losses wohld totaftbout 35 billion 
roubles ($60 biUftn at the inflated 
official exchange rate). 

- The television Showed pictures 
of Villages and fields under water. 

‘ It ghve no detaili of casualties but 
said 50,000 catfle would have to 
' be moved. ' » 

tocal Authorities were angry 
thA Russian . authorities were 
. reacting too sfowfjjf and not send- 
ing -enough help, it said. 

Royalty, 1 
moviestars 
to contest 
Indian^ 
elections 

• i ' 

NEW DELHI (Jt). — Two prosti- 
. jp$es, several meinbeis of old 
tdjal families* a legendary screen ' 
lover and a fertflBr Mr. Universe 
are mong candidates contesting 
general elections in the world's 
most populous democracy. 

The more exotic candidates 
threaten at times to put in the 
sftkde the leaders of the main 
Indian politick’ parties and the 
issues on which the polls will be 
fought on Mdy 2Q, 23, 26, and 
June 6, 8 and ZU. 

In a presfigibtfs New Delhi 
sdfct, 1970s fifth idol .Rajesb 
Khanna has bfc4$Q>ut up by for- 
mer Prime MihjsBr Rajiv Gan- 
dhi's Congresi PSKy against Lai 
Kri&han Advani, who could be 
premier if hislpdwerful Hindu 
revivalist Bhariffiyi Janata Party 
(BJP) wins tKi r dection. 

"• .Khanna, onefe known as “the 
phenomenon* - for . his roles as a 
tragic scxterlOVSt, has for once 
turned the: spotlight away from 
retired film star Jayalalitha. She 
stepped out of roles as a screen 
siren to become leader of a re- 
gional party whi£h appears set to 
come to power in Tamil Nadu 
state in tenth India. 

India’s roydl families, who lost 
cohtrol of theif states on inde- 
pendence from. Britain in 1947 
add lost theirs official incomes 
toftbn then Pregn& Indira Gandhi 
abolished their remaining pri- 
vileges in 1969, mug a touch of 
court intriguf? to the polls. 

The royal h(5#s* of Sdndia is 
split down the Ijfiddle with Queen 
Mother Vijay Raje Sdndia and 
. daughter Vasdbdhara Raje con- 
tra ting the polls tin* theBJP while 
son Madbavrao.is for the Con- 
gress. - . 

Sport, another arena winch 
produces cotodffu] national fi- 
gures, is fielding former test 
wicket captain Mansur Ah Khan, 
a royal himself and a nawab of 
the Mndjim aristocracy. 


De Klerk 
returns to 
a South 
Africa 
in turmoil 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Pres- 
ident F.W. De Klerk has re- 
turned to a South Africa wracked 
by violence and political division 
in sorry contrast to the bright 
post-apartheid future he de- 
scribed to audiences on a Euro- 
pean tour. 

Sixteen people were killed in 
weekend political unrest and ten- 
sions in black townships were 
high following a spate of assas- 
sinations of anti-apartheid offi- 
cials. 

Nelson Mandela’s African 
National Congress (ANC) laun- 
ched one of its toughest attacks 
on De Klerk, who returned from 
a European trip Saturday, accus- 
ing the army of planning to crip- 
ple its work by assassinating ANC 
officials. 

The anti-apartheid group re- 
jected a government invitation to 
multi-party talks next month on 
ways to end brutal township war- 
fore that has taken 5,000 lives in 
four years. 

“What De Klerk told the Euro- 
peans about a vibrant, wonderful 
South Africa on track to demo- 
cracy was utter rubbish,” said 
Afrikaner political scientist Wil- 
lem Kleynhans. 

“South Africa is in turmoil. 
We’re in deep trouble here,” be 
told Reuters. “Blacks do not trust 
whites and whites still have the 
apartheid beliefs that destroyed 
South Africa. De Klerk, with his 
smile, deceives himself and the 
world.” 

Commenting on the ANCs i 
latest accusations, University of 
Stellenbosh politics Professor 
Herman Gflliomee said it showed 
“the ANC is in no state for 
reform negotiations. It will prob- 
ably want another year or two 
before they embark on that." . 

■ Endemic township violence has 
undermined talks between Pre- 
toria and the ANC aimed at 
creating a post-apartheid society. 
Night curfews and wide police 
powers of search and arrest have 
foiled to stop the clashes. 

De Klerk visited Britain, De- 
nmark and Ireland to drum up 
foreign investment to stimulate 
the stagnant economy and under- 
pin -reforms aimed at ending 300 
years of white domination. 

He failed to win concrete 
pledges of investment but eased 
bis minority white government's 
international isolation. 

“After the beadiness of 
Europe, it’s back to earth with a 
bump,” commented the Sunday 
Star. “The hard reality is that i 
President De Klerk needs his ■ 
triumphs at home now, and a 
harder-nosed ANC is not going to 
give them lightly.” 

Gflliomee said a new tougher 
attitude to De Klerk by the ANC 
was an attempt to play for time to 
solve internal power struggles 
and rebuild sagging support in the 
townships. 

“The ANC is worried about its 
power base, about whether enter- 
ing unpopular negotiations would 
risk wasting the enormous h uman 
sacrifices it has made over the 
years,” be said. 


Brooke faces huge 
task at N. Ireland talks 


BELFAST (R) — Britain's 
Northern Ireland Minister Peter 
Brooke faces a monumental task 
at Tuesday's talks between 
Catholic and Protestant politi- 
cians on a local, power-sharing 
government for the divided pro- 
vince. 

After 14 months of painstaking 
diplomacy m a land where secta- 
rian hatred burns fiercely,- 
Brooke has won agreement from 
leaders of the Protestant unionist 
majority and the nationalist 
Catholic minority to sit round the 
same table. 

The remarkable breakthrough 
spelled new hope for an end to 
Northern Ireland's political and 
sectarian conflict which has 
claimed almost 3.000 lives in two 
decades. But those involved say 
the road to any agreement will be 
long and arduous. 

Brooke begins a delicate 
balancing act Tuesday to set in 
motion a process which could end 
17 years of direct rule from Lon- 
don and bring seemingly implac- 
able foes together in a power- 
sharing pact. 

Seventy years after Northern 
Ireland was partitioned off, Bri- 
tain and Ireland are struggling 
with one of history’s most in tract 
able equations. 

One million Northern Protes-* 
cants, enjoying a 2-1 majority in 
Northern Ireland, would have no 
wish to join a Catholic-dominated 
country where divorce and abor- 
tion are banned. In a united 
Ireland they would be outnum- 
bered 4-1. 

The talks, due to run for -10 
weeks and dubbed the “Brooke 
initiative,” are to bave an addi- 
tional dimension with the Dublin 
government being brought in to 
discuss North-South relations and 
■ relations between Ireland and 
mainland Britain. 

“Their t ask is monumental and 
success is still a long way off,” 
said Dublin's Sunday Tribune 
newspaper in an editorial. 

“All that needs to be done is to 
.wish them well and hope that the 
compromises which were neces- 
sary to get to this stage can be 
replicated in the actual negotia- 
tions,” it said. . 

Tuesday's talks will be held at 


parliamentary buildings at Stor- 
mont, an imposing white-stone 
mansion overlooking Belfast s 
city centre. Its parliamentary 
chambers have gathered dust 
since direct rule from London 
was introduced. 

Initially, there will be talks 
between Brooke and the pro- 
vince's political parties, followed 
by negotiations on new political 
structures for North era Ireland. 

. After this Brooke will decide at 

what stage the Dublin govern- 
ment should join the negotiating 
process. A venue for this second 
stage would have to be agreed. 

All sides involved in the talks 
will be trying to improve and 
transcend the landmark 1985 
Anglo-Irish agreement which 
gave Dublin a consultative voice 
in the ru nning of Northern Ire- 
fond. . . 

That agreement is scorned ny 
the unionists who regard it as 
betrayal by Britain, pushing the 
province along the road towards 
Irish unity. They are calling for 
the Irish Republic to drop the 
rlwim to Northern Ireland en- 
shrined in its constitution. 

On the formidable task ahead, 
Brooke said: “Some may have 
been surprised that we have made 
the progress we have made so for. 
I bave ... always erred on the side 
of caution. I shall continue with 
that mood.” 

Irish Foreign Minister Gerry 
Collins said Friday after ta l k s 
with Brooke in London: 

“A successful outcome would 
mean we have no winners and no 
losers. A successful outcome 
would mean we would no longer 
have terrorists involved in the 
Northern Ireland situation.” 

Sinn Fein, political wing of the 
Irish Republican Army fighting 
to oust Britain from Northern 
Ireland, has been excluded from 
the talks because it refuses to 
renounce violence. 

Brooke was asked how an in- 
crease in violence might interfere 
with the talks . 

He said: “I would be con- 
cerned about an increasing level 
of paramilitary violence in any 
circumstances ... I would express 
confidence that those who partici- 
pate in democratic talks will see 
off die terrorists.” 



Salvadorean government, 
rebels agree to reforms 


MEXICO CITY (R) — El Salva- 
dor’s Government and rebels 
agreed to a package of cofistitu- 
tioal reforms which a United Na- 
tions envoy said would bring tire 
country's 11-year-long civil war 
nearer to an end. 

“The agreements are impor- 
tant ... without S donbt it’s going 
to help negotiations in El Salva- 
dor,” U.N. envoy Alvaro de Soto 
told reporters shortly before the 
signing ceremony that ended 
more than three weeks of tough 
negotiations in a Mexico City 
hotel. 

Both sides hailed the accord as 
a breakthrough, saying it laid the 
groundwork for reforms that 
would tackle the root causes of 
the war that has killed 75,000 
people. 

But rebel leaders cautioned 
there was still a long way to go 
before peace was achieved.' 

“We have only just begun to 


negotiate,” Joaquim Villalobos, 
one of the five rebel chieftains of 
the Farabundo Marti National 
Liberation Front (FMLN) told a 
news conference late Saturday. 

“It's a partial accord because 
there are many more problems 
needing to be solved that gave 
rise to the war,” he said. 

The reform package proposes 
tiie strengthening of civilian con- 
trol of the armed forces which 
human rights groups hold re- 
sponsible for the deaths of tens of 
thousands of civilians during the 
war. It also seeks a more inde- 
pendent . judicial and electoral 
system. 

The agreement also covers the 
formation of a three-member 
body known as “the truth com-, 
mission,” which would be named 
by U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar to probe the 
most serious human rights viola- 
tions since 1980. 


Nuclear fears on agenda at Pyongyang conference 


PYONGYANG ;(R) — Amid 
fe&rs that North Korea is de- 
veloping a nuclear bomb, mem- 
bers of parliament from more 
than 100 couritifts open a confer- 
ence Monday .in Pyongyang, 
where the (foster of nuclear 
weapons proliferation will be a 
k£y topic. * r 

Delegates to* the Inter-Par- 
tiamentiy Union (IPU) confer- 
ence will discu& the threat of 
nuclear ptolifeftition against the 
backdrop of the Gulf war, in 
Which the dest&ction of Iraq’s 
nuclear capacity became an im- 
I portant allied Jgtijd. 

International attention has in- 
creasingly turftdd to North Korea 
~£ftid fears that its unpredictable 
leader, Kim C-Sung, president of 
one 6f the world’s last S talinis t 
stales, is aiming tdbnild a nuclear 
arienal. 

Pyongyang denies it is con- 
structing a nudear bomb. 

'Ahhongh ft sfgttd the Nuclear’ 
ndh-Proliferatktf-Treaty in 1985 it 
has refused to allow international 
infection of .to itoclear facility 
north of Pyongjwg until U.S. 
authorities opdfct their virtual- 
bases in Smith Iforea to similar 
inspection. . - Sf*! 

Officials of life Geneva-based 
IPU say it is a ASnddence that 
the subject of nfclear prolifera- 
tion has come. %■ at this time 
during the we^Mdftg conference. 
* Also on the agenda are discusr 


jams on vjoio®e against women 
told children, the Middle East 
and an .efflM g g h cy debate on 
Ktirdish refugees. 


The IPU was formed more 
than 100 years ago as a way to 
resolve international disputes 
through formal and informal con- 
tacts among parliamentarians of 
member countries. It meets twice 
each year and the only qualifica- 
tion for membership is that coun- 
tries bave a parliament consti- 
tuted under their domestic law. 

This latest meeting comes amid 
rapid diplomatic developments 
on the Korean peninsula, divided 
since the 1950-53 war and the last 
remaining potential flash-point of 
the cold war. 

Contacts -between the two 
Koreas have burgeoned in recent 
months. Their premiers have met 
three tones, although without 
substantive result, and a unified 
Korea team is competing for the 
first time in the current World 
Table Tennis Championships in 
Japan. 

Western diplomats say the IPU 
conference, perhaps the most sig- 
nificant international gathering in 
North Korea, is an indication of 
Pyongyang’s, desire to break out of 
to self-imposed isolation and 
change to image as an unpredict- 
able maverick, sponsoring ran- 
dom acts of terror around the- 
world. 

Democratic changes that have 
swept Eastern Europe have left 
Pyongyang with little choice than 
to look to the West and other 
Aslan nations, most notably 
Japan, for new friends. 

Moscow, Pyongyang's main 
backer, is aggressively courting 


South Korea, in a desperate 
search for new trade and invest- 
ment. Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev tins: mqntb infuriated 
Pyongyang by visiting South 
Korea to see President Roh Tae- 
Woo, the third meeting between 
the two leaders. 

The Soviet Union has warned 
North Korea it will cut off all 
nuclear supplies and cooperation 
unless Pyongyang agrees to inter- 
national inspection of its nuclear 
facilities. 

The nuclear issue is stalling 
Pyongyang’s efforts to establish 
diplomatic relations with Japan, 
North Korea’s best hope for in- 
vestment to shore up its crippled 
economy. 

Tokyo has linked improved re- 
lations to Pyongyang’s willingness 
to back-down on nudear inspec- 
tion. 

The North Korean economy is 
in imminent danger of collapse, 
although the fntuiistic buildings, 
soaring monuments to the “great 
leader” Kim II -Sung and modem 
apartment blocks of the capital, 
Pyongyang, suggest otherwise. 

The North has poured its re- 
sources into a military bnild-up. 
dreaming of one day marching its 
armies south to reunify the penin- 
sula. 

Western diplomats say North 
Korea now realises it has vktural- 
ty nothing to show for to spend- 
ing that created an army’ of more 
than one million men, the world's 
fifth largest, and an array of 
weapons that are no match for 


the high-technology military 
hardware of the South. 

Outgunned and economically 
dwarfed by the South, the diplo- 
mats say Pyongyang leaders may 
be turning to nudear weapons as 
a defensive strategy. 

South Korean leaders are 
alarmed by U.S. intelligence re- 
ports that Pyongyang may be only 
a few years away from possessing 
a nuclear bomb. 

Defence Minister Lee Jong 
Koo sparked a furore on April 12 
with reported remarks that South 
Korea may consider a preemptive 
commando strike against North 
Korean nudear facilities. 

Pyongyang threatened to bar a 
southern delegation from the IPU 
conference even though Seoul 
officially disclaimed the remarks. 

A 25-member Southern delega- 
tion did travel to Pyongyang Fri- 
day to take part in the conference 
but the North Korean media con- 
tinue to harangue the South over 
Lee’s remarks. 

“South Korean puppet author- 
ities openly prattle that they will 
attack and destroy the nuclear 
equipment of our country. Thus 
the U.S. imperialist plot to in- 

vade fee North * *; 

P°^’« editorial Sunday 
Sinmun, the new£ 
paper of the ruling Worker’s Par- 
ty t of Korea. 

fh ^“ other ^ « unleashed on 
. e fcorean peninsula by U S 
wrperiaHsts, it will be a nuefear 
the flames of war will 
spread outside Korea.” 


LONDON (R) — Jesus Christ 
was probably resuscitated, not 
resurrected, said a report in a 
British medical journal which 
challenged the main tenet of fee 
Christian religion- “As his crucifi- 
xion Jesus was m shock: and 
, hypotensive (suffering from law 
blood pressure) and lost con- 
sciousness because of diminished . 
blood supply to the brain,”- said 
the report in the Journal of the 
Royal College of Physicians of 
London. “His ashen skin and 
mi m obility were mistaken for 
death and there is no doubt that 
tiie bystanders believed be was 
dead.” The report, by retired 
physician Trevor Lloyd Davies a 1 
and his theologian wife Margaret ! 
Davies, said Christ, weakened by 
flogging, collapsed early on the 
cross. His heartbeat and brea- 
thing would have fallen to unde- 
tectable levels, it said. “Oxygen 
supply to the brain remained 
minimal but above a critical down 
from the cross and laid on the 
ground,” it said. Christianity 
teaches that Jesus Christ, con- 
victed as a criminal, died on the 
cross and was resurrected three 
days later. A Church of England 
spokesman was sceptical about 
the report. “If Christ did not die, 
then what happened to him?” he 
asked. “I would have thought .that 
if he had been around, somebody 
would have told the court and 
they would have made quite sure 
that they found him.” 

Imelda Marcos 
drops „ 

in on >. 

Miss Saigon * 

NEW YORK (R) — Former Phi- 
lippine first lady Imelda Marcos 
took in tiie hit Broadway musical 
Miss Saigon and met its Philip- 
pine star Lea Sakmga. “She did a 
great job,” Marcos told Reuters 
after meeting with Salonga, who 
plays a Vietnamese prostitute in 
the musical. “I wished her well. 

1%e last time I met her was in the I 

nuUppiues.’'' Marcos is fiving in * 
New York while she fights to be 
allowed to return to her home- 
land. “I used to bring her to tiie ■ 
palace when she was nine years 
old. She used to sing Tomorrow, 
Tomorrow, from Annie and that 
face of innocence was still there 
to night,” said Marcos. Salonga 
urged tiie former first lady to visit 
the show again. “After all you 
started my career,” she said. 

TV helps capture 
criminals ^ 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — In the 
end, a TV show helped accom- 
plish in five days what investiga- 
tors had not been able to do in 11 
years: Locate the man suspected 
of detonating the bomb that kil- 
led a Chilean dissident. On Tues- 
day, Virgilio Pablo Paz Romero 
was arrested as he pulled up in has 
pickup truck to the landscaping 
business he has operated fox six 
years near West Palm Beach, , 
Florida. The Cuban exile was the 
remaining fugitive in the Sept. 21, 

1976, Washington, D.C., H ea t fo; 
of former Chilean Ambassador 
Orlando Letelier and his aide : 
Room Moffitt. The arrest eatw. 
after someone watching fox-TVs 
“America’s Most Wanted” show 
on April 19 recognised Paz* pio* ' 
tore as the face of landscapers]^ 
Frank Baez. Paz, 39, was arrested^ ) 1 
on charges of conspiracy to mnr- 1 
cter a foreign official . and con- 
spiracy to m a n u f a ct ure explo- 
sives. “For us, this is a big cap- 
ture,” said John Walsh, host of 
the 3-year-old series based in the 
nation's capital. Past accomplish- 
ments include the 1989 arrest of 
John Emil List, who eluded au- 
thorities for 18 years after 
his mother, his wife and their - 
three children. Of 347 fugitives pro- 
filed on the fox show, 148 have been 
arrested as the direct result of viewer 
ups, said programme spokesman jack 
Bre&lin. Eight of those were oo the 
FBrs most wanted list, 

Borg’s wife 1 

leaves hospital 

MILAN, Italy (R) — Loredana •; 
Berte, the wife of Swedish tennis . 1 
star Bjorn Borg, left hospital * 
Saturday after recovering from a c 
suicide attempt. ■ Borg was not . 
present when the 40-year-old Itt* t 
jiao pop singer drove away .from f 

Milan’s Fatebenefratelli Hospital 
with a friend. She was admitted \ 
three days earlier after swaflo*- o 
mg a large quantity of sedatives at j \ 
Borg's Milan flat. Bette’s doctor J - 
said she had made a complet^ 
f ecov cry. “Her condition merit^ p, 
her release, which she hersetf had ^ 

requested to escape a siege that . £ 
has passed all limits Of ’feta" • q, 
ance,” Ezio Omboni said, refer- , q, 
ring to fee crowd of photograph** 8 • L 
al the hospital. 
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